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been ieee admired by thofe who were eminent 
edtteete! for the Quality it treats of, acquaints 
™ us, in his Preface, with the Reafons 

upon which this Verfion was undertaken, and is 
now prefented tothe World. The intrinfic Beauty 
of the Original firft allured him to the Attempr, 
and a generous Regard for the Publick, efpecially 
: for 
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for thofe who might be unable to read the Ori- 
ginal, was the main Inducement of his fending 
it abroad. 

The Greek Treatife itfelf had flept for feveral 
Ages, as he tells us, covered up in the Dutt of 
Libraries, till the Middle of the fixteenth Century. 
The firft Latin Verfion, by Gabriel de Petra, was 
printed at Geneva in 1642. But the firft good 
Tranflation of it into any modern Language was 
the French one of the famous Boileau, which, Mr. 
Smith fays, tho’? not always faithful to the Text, 
has yetan Elegance and Spirit which few will ever 
be able to equal, much lefs to furpafs. 

The prefent Tranflation was finifhed, as he af- 
fures us, before he knew of any prior Attempt to 
make Longinus {peak Engli/fh. There have been, 
antecedent to this, three Tranflations of him into 
our Tongue. Mr. Welfled’s, printed in 1724, 
was the firft Mr. Smith met with. He was very 
much furprized, upon perufing it, to find it only 
Boileauw’s Tranflation mifreprefented and mangled : 
For every Beauty, he fays, is impaired, if not to- 
tally eflaced, and every Error (even down to thofe 
of the Prefs) moft injurioufly preferved. Two 
others that he fince met with accidentally, are, one 
by Yobn Hall, Efq; London, 1652; another with- 
out a Name, but printed at Oxford, 1698, and 
faid in the Title-Page to have been compared with 
the French of Boileau. He faw nothing, it feems, 
in either of thefe, which did not yield the greateft 
Encouragement to what he has here performed. 

No leisthan nine Years have intervened, fince 
this Tranflation has been compleated; in which 
Space, Mr. Smith fays, it has been frequently re- 
vifed, fubmitted to the Cenfure of Friends, and 
amended again and again, by a more attentive Stu- 
dy of the Original. The Defign was, if poffible, 
to make it read like an Original: Whether he has 

fucceeded 
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fucceeded in this he allows the Bulk of his Readers 
may judge ; but whether the Tranflation be good, 
or come any Thing near to the Life, the Spirit, 
the Energy of Longinus, is a Decifion peculiar to 
Men of Learning and Tafte, who alone know the 
Difficulties which attend fuch an Undertaking, and 
will be partial enough, he hopes, to give the 
Tranflator the neceflary Indulgence. 

Longinus himfelf was never accurately enough 
publifhed, nor thoroughly underftood, till Dr. 
Pearce did him Juftice in his late Editions at Zoz- 
don, the fecond efpectally. Mr. Smith, after he has 
faid this, gratefully acknowledges the Obligations he 
is under to that Gentleman, not only for his correct 
Edition, on Account of which the whole learned 
World is indebted to him ; but for thofe Animad- 
verfions and Corrections of this Tranflation, with 
which he fo kindly favoured him. Moft of the 
Remarks and Obfervations annex’d toit were drawn 
up before he had read the Doctors Latin Notes. 

He is not, he fays, in the leaft Pain about the 
Pertinency of thofe Inftances he has brought from 
the facred Writers, as well as from fome of the 
fineft of our own Country, to illuftrate the Criti- 
cifms of Longinus. He is only fearful left among 
the Multiplicity of fuch as might be had, he may 
be thought to have omitted fome of the beit. He 
is fenfible that what he has done might be done 
much better; but if he has the good Fortune to 
contribute a little towards the fixing a true judici- 
ous Tafte, and enabling his Readers to diitinguifh 
Senfe from Sound, Grandeur from Pomp, and the 
Sublime from Fuftian and Bombaft, he fhall think 
his Time well fpent, and fhall be ready to fubmit 
to the Cenfures of a Judge, but affures us he fhall 
only fmile at the Snarling of what is commonly 
called a Critick. 

a” 





Mr. 
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Mr. Smit, as mentioned in the Title, has prefix. 
ed to his Tranflation fome Account of the Life, Writ- 
ings, and Charaéter of Longinus. By the following 
Paflages, which I have extraéted from that prelimi- 
nary Difcourfe, we fhall fee how conformable the Au- 
thor’s Sentiments and Diétion are to the Precepts of 
that great Mafter, whofe Rules he delivers, He fays, 

Searching for the particular Incidents of the Life 
of Longizus, is like travelling now-a-days through 
thofe Countries in which it was fpent. We meet 
with nothing but continual Scenes of Devattation 
and Ruin. In one Place, a beautiful Spot {miling 
thro’? the Bounty of Nature, yet over-run with 
Weeds and Thorns for want of Culture, prefents 
itfelf to View ; in another, a Pile of Stones lying 
in the fame Confufion in which they fell, with here 
and therea nodding Wall ; and fometimes a curi- 
ous Pillar fiill erect, excites the forrowful Remem- 
brance of what noble Edifices, and how fine a Ci- 
ty once crowned the Place.— 

What Countryman Loveinus was cannot certain- 
ly be difcovered. ‘That he was a Grecian is plain 
from two Paffages of his Treatife of the Sublime ; 
and moft probably of Athens. His Name was 
Dioiyfius Longinus, to which Suidas makes the Ad- 
dition of Cajrus ; but that of his Father is entirely 
unknown, By his Mother Frontonis he was allied, 
after two or three Removes, to the celebrated P/z- 
garch, Tis Youth was {pent in travelling with his 
Parents, which gave him an Opportunity to in- 
creafe his Knowledge, and open his Mind with 
that generous linlargement which Men of Senfe and 
Judgment will unavoidably receive from Variety 
of Obje&is and Diverfity of Converfation. The 
improvement of his Mind was always uppermoft 
in his Thoughts, and his Thirft after Knowledge 
led him to thofe Channels by which it is convey’d. 
Wherever Men of Learning were to be found, he 
was 
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was prefent, and loft no Opportnity of paren 3 
a Familiarity and Intimacy with them. Ay»: 
and Origex, Philofophers of no final! aise 
in that Age, were two of thofe whom he vifited 
and heard with the greateft Attention. 

The Travels of Longinus ended with his Arrival 
at Athens, where he fixed his Refidence. ‘Thuis Ci-- 
ty was then, and had been for fome Ages, the 
Univerfity of the World. It was the conftanr Re- 
fort of all who were able to teach, or willing to 
improve ; the grand and lafting Refervoir of Phi- 
Jofophy and Learning, from whence were drawn 
every Rivalet and Semeann thant watered and cultt- 
vated the reft of the World. Here Longiaus pur- 
fued the Studies of Humanity and Philofophy with 
the greatett Application, and foon became the moit 
remarkable Perfon in a Place fo remarkable as 
Athens. Here he publifhed his Treatife on the 
SuspLiME, which raifed his Reputation to fuch a 
Height as no Critick either before or fince durft 
ever alpire to. He was a perfect Matter of the 
antient Writings of Greece, and intimately ac- 
quainted not only with the Works, but the very 
Genius and Spirit with which they were written, 
His Contemporaries there had fuch an implicit 
Faith in his Judgment, and were fo well convin- 
ced of the Perfection of his Tafte, that they ap- 
pointed him Judge of all the ancient Authors, and 
learned to diftinguith between the genuine and {pu- 
rious Produétions of Antiquity from his Opinions 
and Sentiments about them. He was looked upon 
by them as infallible and unerring, and therefore by 
his Decrees were fine Writing and fine Sente efta- 
blifhed, and his Sentence flamped its intrinfick Va- 
lue upon every Piece. 

His Stay at Athens feems to have been of long 
Continuance, and that City perhaps had never en- 
joyed fo able a Profeffor of fine Learning, Elo- 
= quence, 
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quence, and Philofophy united. Whilft he taught 
here, he had amongft others the famous Porphyry 
for his Pupil. The Syftem of Philofophy he went 
upon was the Academick, for whofe Founder, Plato, 
he had fo great a Veneration, that he celebrated 
the Anniverfary of his Birth with the higheft So- 
lemnity. There is fomething agreeable even in 
the diftant Fancy, how delightful then muft thofe 
Refleétions have been, which could not but arife 
in the Breaft of Louginus, that he was explaining 
and recommending the Doétrine of Plato, in thote 
calm Retreats where he himfelf had written ; that 
he was teaching his Scholars the Eloquence of De- 
mofibenes, onthe very Spot, perhaps, where he had 
formerly thundered, and was profeffing Rhetorick 
in the Place where Cicero had ftudied ! 

The Mind of our Author was not fo contracted, 
as to be fit only for a Life of Stillnefs and Tranqui- 
lity. Fine Genius, and a true philofophick Turn, 
qualify not only for Study and Retirement, but 
will enable their Owners to fhine, I will not fay 
yn more honourable, but in more confpicuous 
Views, and to appear upon the publick Stage of 
Late with Dignity and Honour. And it was the 
Fortune of Loxginus to be drawn from the contem- 
plative Shaces of Athens, to mix in more active 
Scenes, to train up young Princes to Virtue and 
Glory, to guide the bufy and ambitious Paffions of 
the Great to noble Ends, to ftruggle for, and at laft 
to die in the Caufe of Liberty. 

During the Refidence of Longinus at Athens, the 
¥mperor Valerian had undertaken an Expedition 
againtt the Perfians. He was affifted in it by 
Oceiaibus King of Palmyra, whom he made 
his Partner in the Empire by the Title of Zugu/tus. 
—~The Abilities of this Prince were fo great, and 
his Actions fo illuftrious, that they were above 
the Competition of every Perfon then alive, except 


his 
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his own Wife Zenobia; a Lady of fo extraordinary 
Magnanimity and Virtue, that fhe out-fhone even 
her Hufband, and engroffed the Attention and Ad- 
miration of the World, A Miracle of Beau- 
ty, but chafte to a Prodigy ; in punifhiag the Bad 
inflexibly fevere ; in rewarding the Good or reliev- 
ing the Diftreffed, benevolent and active ; f{plendid 
but not profufe, and generous without Pro:ligality. 
Superior to the Toils and Hardfhips of War, the 
was generally on Horfeback ; and would fome- 
times march on Foot with her Soldiers. She was 
fkilled in feveral Languages, and is faid to have 
drawn up herfelf an Epitome of the Alexandrian 
and Oriental Hittory. 

The Reputation of Longinus had been wafted to 
the Ears of Zenobia, who prevailed upon him to 
quit Athens, and undertake the Education of her 
Sons. He quickly gained an uncommon Share in 
her Efteem, as fhe found him not only qualified 
to form the tender Minds of the Young, but to im- 
prove the Virtue, and enlighten the Underftanding 
of the Aged. In his Converfation fhe {pent the 
vacant Hours of her Life, modelling her Senti- 
ments by his Inftructions, and fteering herfelf by 
his Counfels in the whole Series of her Conduct. 
[ * He continued with this great Princefs during 
thofe furprizing Revolutions in her Fortune, 
which every one verfed in the Hiftory of her 
Time is acquainted with, until her falling into the 
Hands of Aurelian; when that ungenerous Conquer- 
or, learning that he was the Author of a contemptu- 
ous Anfwer, which had been return’d to the Sum- 
mons he fent Zexobia to furrender, when he befieg- 





* The intercepted Lines are not Mr, Smith's, but are ne- 
ceflary for connecting what precedes and follows; between 
which, in the Original, is an hiftorical Account of the Things 
I have here only mentioned, and which I thought might be 
{pared from this Abftract. 
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ed her Capital, poured all his Vengeance upon 
him, and ordered him to be put to Death. } 
He was borne away to immediate Execution, 
amidft the generous Condolence of thofe who knew 
his Merit, and admired the inward Generofity of 
his Soul. He pity’d Zenobia, and comforted his 
Friends. He looked upon Death as a Bleffing, 
fince it refcued his Body from Slavery, and gave 
his Soul the moft defirable Freedom. ‘* This 
‘¢ World, faid he with his expiring Breath, is no- 
<< thing but a Prifon; happy therefore he who 
<< gets fooneft out of it, and gains his Liberty.” 
The Writings of Longinus, as Mr. Smith adds, 
are numerous ; fome on Philofophical, but the 
ereateft Part on Critical Subjects: None of which, 
except this on the Sublime, have efcaped from the 
Depredations of Time and Barbarians. And even 
this is refcued as from a Wreck, damaged too 
much and fhatter’d by the Storm. Yet on this 
little and imperfect Piece has the Fame of Longinus 
been founded and erected. The Learned and Judi- 
cious have beftowed extraordinary Commendations 
upon it. The Golden Treatife is its general Title, 
It is one of thofe valuable Remnants of Antiquity 
of which enough remains to engage our Admira- 
tion, and excite an earneft Regret for every Par- 
ticle of it that has perifhed, It refembles thofe 
mutilated Statues which are fometimes dug out of 
Ruins. Limbs are broke off, which it is not in 
the Power of any living Artift to replace, becaufe 
the fine Proportion and delicate Finifhing of the 
‘Crunk excludes all Hope of equalling fuch mafterly 
Performances. From a conftant Infpection and 
clofe Study of fuch an antique Fragment at Rome, 
Niichael Angeio learned to execute and to teach the 
Art of Sculpture; it was therefore called Michael 
Angeles School, The fame Ufe may be made of 
this imperreCt Piece on the Sublime, fince it is a 
| noble 
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noble School for Criticks, Poets, Orators, and Hif- 
torians. 

Elevation of Thought, the greateft Qualifica- 
tion requifite to an Orator or Poet, is equally ne- 
ceffary to a Critick, and is the moft fhining Ta- 
lent in Longinus, Nature had implanted the Seeds 
of it within him, which he himfelt improved and 
nurfed up to Perfection, by an Intimacy with the 
greateft and fublimelt Writers, Whenever he has 
Homer in View, he catches his Fire, and encreafes 
the Light and Ardor of it. The Space between 
Heaven and Earth marks out the Extent of the Poet’s 
Genius; but the World itfelf feems too narrow a 
Confinement for that of the Critick, * And tho’ 
his 


























* The Paffage in Longinus that Mr. Smith here refers to, is 
in the 1Xth Section ; where the Critick, after obferving the 
inexpreflible Grandeur of Ajax’s Silence in the Odyffey, and 
the Greatnefs of Thought that ftrikes fo forcibly in Mexander's 
Reply to Parmenio, advifing him to accept Darius’s Propofals, 
fays, ‘¢ So the Space betwen Heaven and Earth marks out the 
“¢ vaft Reach and Capacity of Homer’s Ideas, when he fays, 








W bile fcarce the Skies her horrid Head can bound, 
She ftalks on Earth. Pore. 





«“ This Defcription may with more Juftice be applied to 
| “© Homer's Genius than the Extent of Difcord. 

« Bue what Difparity, what a Fall there is in Hejiod’s De- 
*¢ fcription of Melancholy, if the Poem of the Shield may be 
* afcribed to him! 










A filthy Moifiure from her Neftrils fiow'd! 





“ He has not reprefented his Image terrible, but loath- a 
“ {ome and naufeous. ¥ 

“ On the other Hand, with what Majefty and Pomp does 
Homer exalt his Deities! 
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Far as a Shepherd, from fome Point on high, 
O'er the wide Main extends his boundlefs Eye, 

Thro’ fuch a Space of Air with thundring Sound, 

At one long Leap th’ immortal Gourfers bound. Mr. Pore, 
“ He 
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his Thoughts are fometimes ftretched to an immea- 
furable Size, yet they are always great without 
{welling, bold without Rafhnefs, far beyond what 
any other could or durft have faid, and always 
proper and judicious. 

As his Sentiments are noble and lofty, fo his 
Stile is mafterly, enlivened by Variety, and flexible 
with Eafe. There is no Beauty pointed out by 
him in any other, which he does not imitate, and 
frequently excel, whilft he is making Remarks 
upon it, How he admires and improves upon 
Flomer, has been hinted already. When Plato is 
his Subject, the Words glide along in a fmooth 
and eafy, and peaceable Flow. When he {peaks 
of Hyperides, he copies at once his engaging Man- 
ner, the Simplicity, Sweetnefs, and Harmony of 
his Stile. With Demofthenes he is vehement, 
abrupt, and diforderly regular ; he dazles with his 
Lightning, and terrifies with his Thunder, When 


“ He meafures the Leap of the Horfes by the Extent of the 
“ World: And who is there, that confidering the fuperla- 
“« tive Magnificence of this Thought, would not with good 
“* Reafon cry out, that if the Steeds of the Deity were to 
““ take a fecond Leap, the World itfelf would want Room 
¢ for it.” 

Perhaps neither Longinus nor Mr. Smith are here altogether 
unexceptionable with refpeéct to their Remarks. It is an ex- 
travagant Hyperbole in the former to make the Space affign- 
ed by Homer fynonymous with the Extent of the World. It 
is impofing a Senfe upon the Poet, which he never intended; 
nay it is hardly clear of Abfurdity, which greatly impairs 
the Sublimity of the Sentiment; even Homer, imperfect as 
the Geography of that Age was, knew the Extent he fpecified 
was prodigioufly fhort of what Longinus ftretches it to. ; 

But what Ground has Mr. Smith for fancying Longinus has 
here tranfcended the Sublimity of Homer? The Meafure of 
Homer's was the Space between Heaven and Earth; that of Longi- 
nus was bounded by, or at furtheft only feemed to exceed the 
Breadth of the Earth’s Surface, which the Philofophers of 


his Time looked upon as much fhort of the Diftance between 
Heaven and Earth. 


he 
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he parallels the Greek with the Roman Orator, he 
fhews in two Periods the diftinguifhing Excel- 
lencies of each: The firft is a very Hurricane, 
which bears down all before it ; the Jaft a Con- 
flagration, gentle in its Beginning, gradually dif- 
perfed, increafing and getting to fuch a Head, as 
to rage beyond Refiftance, and devour all Things. 
His Senfe is every where the very Thing he would 
expreis, and the Sound of his Words is an Echo to 
his Sente. 

His Judgment is exact and impartial, both in 
what he blames and what he recommends. The 
Sentence he pronounces is founded upon and fup- 
ported by Reafons which are fatisfa¢tory and juft. 
His Approbation is not attended with Fits of ftu- 
pid Admiration, or gaping like an Idiot at fome- 
thing iurprifing which he cannot comprehend ; 
nor are his Centfures fretful and wafpifh. He ftings 
like the Bee what actually annoys him, but carries 
Honey along with him, which, if it heals not 
the Wound, yet affuages the Smart. 

His Candor is extenfive as his Judgment. The 
Penetration of the one obliged him to reprove 
what was amifs ; the fecret Workings of the other 
biafs him to excufe or extenuate it in the beft 
Manner he is able. Whenever he lays open the 
Faults of a Writer, he forgets not to mention the 
Qualities he had, which were deferving of Praife. 
Where Homer finks into Trifles, he cannot help 
reproving him ; but tho’ Homer nods fometimes, he 
is Homer {till ; excelling all the World when broad 
awake, and in his Fits of Drowfinefs dreaming like 
a God. 

The Good-nature of Longinus muft not pafs 
without Notice. He bore an Averfion to the 
Sneers and Cavils of thofe, who, unequal to the 
weighty Province of Criticifm, abufe it, and be- 
come its Nufance. He frequently takes -_ to 
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fhew how mifplaced their Animadverfions are, 
and to defend the Injured from Afperfions. There 
is an Inftance of this in his Vindication of Theo- 
pompus from the Cenfure of Cecilivs. He cannot 
endure to fee what is right in that Author pervert- 
ed into Error ; nor where he really errs, will he 
fuffer him to pafs unproved. Yet here his Good- 
nature exerts itfelf again, and he propofes divers 
Methods of amending what is wrong. 

The Judgment, and Candour, and Impartiality 
with which Longinus declares his Sentiments of the 
Writings of others, will rife in our Efteem when 
we reflect on that exemplary Piece of Juftice he 
has done to Aéojes. The Manner of his quoting 
that celebrated Paffage from him is as honourable 
to the Critick, as the Quotation itfelf to the Fewi/h 
Legiflator. Whether he believed the Mo/aick Hi- 
{tory of the Creation isa Point in which we are 
not in the leaft concerned, but it was plainly his 
Opinion, that tho’ it be condefcendingly fuited to 
the finite Conception of Man, yet it is related in a 
Manner not inconfiftent with the Majefty of God. 
To contend, as fomedo, that he never read Mo/es, 
is trifling, or rather litigious. The Greeg Tran- 
flation had been difperfed throughout the Romaz 
Empire long before the Time in which he lived, 
and no Man of a ferious, much lefs of a philofo- 
phick Turn, could reject it as unworthy of a Peru- 
jal. Befides Zenobia, according to the Teftimony 
of Photius, was a fewif/h Convert. 

The Diction of Louginus is elegant and nervous, 
the Concifenefs and Ditrufivenefs of his Periods be- 
ing always fuited to the Nature of his Subject, 
The Terms he ufes are generally fo ftrong and ex- 
preffive, and fometimes fo artfully compounded, 
that they cannot be rendered into another Lan- 
guage without wide Circumlocution. He has a 
high and mafculine Turn of Thought, unknown to 
any 
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any other Writer, which inforced him to give all 
poilible Strength and Energy to his Words, that 
his Language might be properly adjufted to his 
Senfe, and the Sublimity of the latter be uniform- 
ly fupported by the Grandeur of the former. 

There appears not in him the leaft Shew or Af- 
fe€tation of Learning ; tho’ his Stock was wonder- 
fully large, yet without any Prejudice to the Bright- 
nefs of his Fancy. How extenfive muft his Read- 
ing have been, to deferve thofe Appellations given 
of him by Eunapius, that he was a living Library, 
and a walking Mujeum ? 

The Genius, the Tafte, the Candour, the Good- 
nature, the Generofity, and Modefty of Longinus, 
were quite the Reverfe of the Qualities of modern 
Criticks. * His very Rules are fhining Examples 
of what they inculcate ; his Remarks the very Ex- 
cellencies of what he is pointing out.—He keeps 
the fame majeftick Pace, or foars aloft with his 
Authors. 

Having traced this great Mafter of the Sublime 
thus far asa Critick, Mr. Smith will have us now 
view him in another Light, asa Philofopher. He 
fays, 

: him thefe are not different, but mutually de- 
pending and coexifting Parts of the fame Character. 
To judge in a worthy Manner of the Performances 
of Men, we muft know the Dignity of human 
Nature, the Reach of the human Underftanding, 
the Ends for which we were created, the Means of 
their Attainment. In thefe Speculations Longinus 
will make no contemptible Figure. 

This appears from what Mr. Smith attributes 
to him on thefe Heads: He obferves, That his 
Ideas of human Nature were truly noble; from 





* This Sentence is not in the very Words of Mr. Smith, 
bur it is fufficiently expreflive of his Meaning. 


whence 
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whence he infers, that tho? he might not be a Chri- 
ftian, or a Fewi/h Convert, as fome have fuppofed 
him, yet he was certainly no Idolater, fince he 
could never have formed fuch grand Ideas of Man 
without a Knowledge and Reverence of the divine 
Perfections. 

As to this Life, Mr. Smith fays, he confiders it as a 
publick Theatre, on which Men are to act their 
Parts. A Thirft after Glory, and an Emulation 
of whatever is great and excellent, 1s implanted in 
their Minds, to quicken their Purfuits after real 
Grandeur, and to enable them to approach, as near 
as their finite Abilities will admit, to Divinty it- 
felf. Upon thefe Principles he accounts for the 
vaft Stretch and Penetration of human Underftand- 
ing; to thefe he afcribes the Labours of Men of 
Genius ; and by the Predominancy of them in their 
Minds, aicertains the Succels of their Attempts. 
In the fame Manner he accounts for that Turn in 
the Mind which biaffes us to admire more what is 
great and uncommon, than what is ordinary and 
tamiliar, however ufeful,— 

Yet the telling us we were born to purfue what 
is great, without informing us what is fo, would 
avail but little. Loxginus declares for a clofe and 
attentive Examination of all Things. Outfides 
and Surfaces may be fplendid and alluring, yet 
nothing be within deferving our Applaufe.— 

The Mind is the Source and Standard of what- 
ever can be confidered as great and illuftrious in 
any Light. From this our Actions and our Words 
muft flow, and by this mutt they be weighed. 
We muft think well before we can act or fpeak as 
we ought. And it isthe inward Vigour of the Soul, 
tho’ varioufly exerted, which forms the Patriot, the 
Philofopher, the Orator, or the Poet.— Yet this in- 
ward Vigour is chiefly owing to the Bounty of 
Nature, is cherifhed and improved by Education, 
but 
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but cannot reach Maturity without other concurrent 
Caufes, fuch as publick Liberty and the ftricteft 
Practice of Virtue.— 

This Longinus afirms. He fpeaks, feelingly, 
but with Caution about it, becaufe Tyranny and 
Oppreffion were triumphant at the Time he wrote. 
He avers, with a Spirit of generous Indignation, 
that Slavery is the Confinement of the Soul, anda 
publick Dungeon. On this he charges the Sup- 
preffion of Genius, and Decay of the Sublime. 

Thus Mr, Smith has exhibited this illuftrious 
Perfon to our View; great in every Circumftance 
and Situation of Life. We have feen him the 
Light and Glory of Athens, that Metropolis of the 
Empire of Science, Literature, and Politenefs ; 
we have beheld him the Counfellor, the Friend, 
the Praceptor of Princes; the fupreme Judge in 
Criticifm ; and a Philofopher (in the Opinion of 
Boileau’) worthy to be ranked with Socrates and 
Cato. 

I faid, when I entered on the foregoing Extract 
of Mr. Smith’s Account of Longinus and his Writ- 
ings, that we might thereby, in fome Meafure, 
perceive that Gentleman’s own Talents for Compo- 
fition ; and in what Degree his Sentiments and 
Language favour of that Sublime which he has 
undertaken to give his Readers an Idea of, by his 
Verfion of this Author: For the more effectual 
anfwering of this Purpofe, I here fubjoin thofe 
Reflections which he himfelf makes, in Concurrence 
with Longinus, upon the unhappy Influence of Ty- 
ranny in fupprefling the Efforts of Genius. 

‘¢ The Condition of Man (fays he) is deplora- 
‘¢ ble, when he dares not exert his Abilities, and 
‘* runs into imminent Danger by faying or doing 
‘* what he ought. Tyranny erected on the Ruins 
*¢ of Liberty, lays an immediate Reftraint on the 
‘¢ Minds of Vaffals, fo that the inborn Fire of 
| *¢° Genius 
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«¢ Genius is quickly damped, and fuffers at laft a 
<< total Extinétion. This muft always be a necef- 
*¢ fary Confequence, when what ought to be the 
‘© Reward of an honourable Ambition, becomes 
«¢ the Prey of Knaves and Flatterers. But the 
‘¢ Infection gradually fpreads, and Fear and Ava- 
«© rice will bend thofe to it whom Nature formed 
‘¢ for higher Employments, and fink lofty Ora- 
<< tors into pompous Flatterers.§ The Truth of 
‘¢ this Remark will eafily appear, if we compare 
“© Cicero {peaking to Cataline, to the fame Cicero 
‘¢ pleading before Ce/ar for Marcellus. That 
‘© Spirit of Adulation which prevailed fo much in 
“¢ England about a Century ago, lowered one of 
‘¢ the greateft Genius’s that ever lived, and turn- 
** ed even the Lord Bacon into a Sycophant. And 
«¢ this will be the Cafe, wherever Power en- 
<¢ croaches on the Rights of Mankind: A fervile 
<¢ Fear will clog and fetter every rifing Genius, 
<¢ will ftrike fuch an Awe upon it in its tender 
‘s and infant State, as will itick for ever after, 
and check its generous Sallies. No one will 
write or fpeak well in fuch a Situation, unlefs 
on Subjects of mere Amufement, ‘and which 
cannot by any indirect Tendency affedt his Ma- 
fters. For how fhall the Vaffal dare to talk 
fublimely on any Point wherein his Lord acts 
meanly ! | 
‘© But farther, as defpotick and unbridled 
Power is generally obtained, fo it is as often 
fupported by unjuftifiable Methods. The {plen- 
did and oftentatious Pageantry of thofe at the 
Helm gives Rife to Luxury and Profufenefs 
among the Subjects. Thefe are the fatal Sources 
of diffolute Manners, of degenerate Sentiments, 
of Infamy and Want. As Pleafure is fupplied 
by Money, no Method, however mean, is omit- 


ted to procure the latter, becaufe it leads to the 
cs En- 
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Enjoyment of the former. Men become cor- 
rupt and abject, their Minds are enervated and 
infenfible to Shame. 

«¢ Men of the fineft Genius which have hitherto 
appeared in the World, have been for the moft 
Part not very defective in their Morals, and lefs 
in their Principles: I am fenfible there are Ex- 
ceptions to this Obfervation, but little to the 
Credit of the Perfons, fince their Works become 
the fevereft Satires on themfelves, and the ma- 
niteft Oppofition between their Thought and 
Practice detracts its Weight from the one, and 
marks out the other for publick Abhorrence. 

‘¢ An inward Greatnefs of Soul is the common 
Centre from whence every Ray of Sublimity, 
either in Thought, or Action, or Difcourfe is 
darted out; for all Minds are no more of the 
fame Complexion than all Bodies of the fame 
Texture. In the latter Cafe our Eyes would 
meet only with the fame Uniformity of Colour 
in every Object: Inthe former, we fhould be all 
Orators or Poets, all Philofophers, or all Block- 
heads. This would break in upon that beauti- 
ful and ufeful Variety with which the Author of 
Nature has adorned the rational, as well as the 
material Creation. There is in every Mind a 
Tendency, tho’ perhaps differently inclined, to 
what is great and excellent. Happy they, who 
know their own peculiar Bent, who have been 
bleffed with Opportunities of giving it the pro- 
per Culture and Polifh, and are not cramped or 
reftrained in the Liberty of fhewing and de- 
claring it to others! There are many fortunate 
Concurrences, without which we cannot attain 
to any Quicknefs of Tafte, or Relifh for the 
Sublime.”” 

What I have to fay further of this Performance 


will be comprifed in a very few Words, The 
a 





Tran- 
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Tranflation of ZLoenginus is, according to the moft 
impartial Judgment [ can frame of it, after a Com- 
parifon with others, the moft elegant Verfion that 
has been made of that Author into the Exglifh 
Tongue. The preliminary Difcourfe excels that 
of the celebrated Boileau, which he has prefix?d to 
his Edition. And as for the Remarks (feveral of 
which are borrowed from Dr. Pearce) I will pre- 
fume to determine nothing concerning them but 
this, that they would have been of more Service 
to the Reader, if they had been on the fame Pages 
with the Paffages they refer to, and are defigned 
to illuftrate, than they can be, thrown together, as 
they are, at the End of the Treatife. 


ARTICLE XXV. 


AA fifth Vindication of Mr. Pope’s Effay on 
Man, againjt the Mifreprefentations of M. de 


Croufaz. 


To the Author of the Hiftory of the Works of 
the Learned. 


$ FR, 


r T HIS Letter fhall finifh my Obfervations on 
B the Efjay on Man, in an Analyfis of the 
third Epiftle. The Second being more fimple, 
and the Turn of the Jourth more popular, feem to 
need no Comment. But the Fir/t and Third being 
of a complex and abftract Nature, the Reader will 
owe me Thanks for having explained to him the 
Delicacy of the Poet’s fine and forceable Reafoning, 
which runs equally thro’ the fou Epiftles, tho” not 
equally fubjected to the Capacity of common Readers. 
Mr, 
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Mr. Pope, in explaining the Origin, Ufe, and 
End of the Paffions, in the /econd Epiftle; hav- 
ing fhewn that Man has /ocial, as well as /eljfi/d 
Paffions: That Doétrine naturally introduces the 
third Epiftle, which treats of Man as a focial Ani- 
mal ; and connects it with the fecond, which con- 
fidered him as an Individual, And as the Conclue 
fion from the Subject of the firft Epiftle made the 
Introduction to the Second, fo here again, the Con- 
clufion of the Second, 


‘¢ Even mean Self-love becomes, by Force divine, 
‘© The Scale to meafure other’s Wants by thine, 







makes the Introduction to the Third, 





















‘¢ Here then we reft, the univerfal Caufe 
“© Acts to one End; but acts by various Laws. 





The Reafon of Varicty in thofe Laws, all which 
tend to one and the fame End, Zhe Good of the 
Whole, is becaufe there is the Good of the Jrdividual 
likewife to be provided for; and this makes, as 
the Poet fays elfewhere, 


‘© Each Individual feek a feveral Goal. 





But to prevent their terminating ¢bere, God has 
made each need the Affiftance of another; and fo, 


On mutual Wants, builds mutual Happinefs, 





It was neceffary to explain thefe two firft Lines, 
the better to fee the Force and Pertinency of what 
follows, [from |. 2. to 7.] where the Poet warns 
thofe to take notice of this Truth, whofe Circum- 
ftances placing them in an imaginary Station of 
[ndependence, and a real one of Infenfibility to 
3 mutual 
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ania Wants (from whence univerfal Happinefs 
relults) make them too apt to overlook the true 
Syitem of Things; fuch as thofe in full Health 
and Opulency of Fortune. This Caution was necef- 
fary with Regard to Society; but ftill more necef- 
fary with Regard to Religion: Therefore he efpe- 
cially recommends the Memory of it to Minifters, 
and others, when they preach or pray ; becaufe the 
Preacher who docs not confider the firit Caufe un- 
der this View of a Being confulting the Good of 
the Whole, muft needs give a very unworthy Idea 
of him: And the Supplicant, who praysas one not 
related to a Whole, or as difregarding the Happi- 
neis of it, will not only pray in vain, but offend 
his Maker, by an impious Attempt to counterwork 
his Difpenfation. 


Tn all the Madnefs of fuperfluous Health, 
‘© The Trim of Pride, and Impudence of Wealih, 
Let this great Truth be prefent Nightand Day, 
«¢ But moit be prefent, when we preach or pray. 


The Tranflator not feeing into the admirable 
Purpotes of this Caution, has quite dropt the moft 
material Circumftances contained in the /af Line ; 
and, what is worfe, has, for the fake of a foolifh 
Antithefis, deftroy’d the whole Propriety of the 
Thought in the fit and fecond ; and fo, between 


both, has left his Author neither Senfe nor Sy- 
ftem. 


‘¢ Dans le Sein du bonheur, ou de ? Adver/fite. 


Now, of all People, Mei in Adverfity have the 
leaft nced of this Caution, as beiny the leaft apt to 
forge st that God ce C71 ults the Good of the Whole, and 
provides for it, by procuring mutual Happinefs by 
Means of mutual Wants : Becaute fuch as yet retain 

the 
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the Marks of any frefh Calamity are moft com- 
paffionate to others labouring under the fame Mis- 
fortunes, and moft prompt and ready to relieve 
them. 

The Poet then introduces his Syftem of human 
Sociability, by fhewing It [1]. 75 8. ] to be the 
Dictate of the Creator, and that Man, 1a this, did 
but follow the Example of general Nature, which 
is combined 


s¢ In one clofe Syftem of Benevolence. 


This he proves fir? [from]. 8. to 13.] (on the 
noble Theory of Attraction) from the Qéco- 
nomy of the material World; where there is a 
mutual Confpiracy in all the Particles of Matter to 
work for one End ; the Ulfe, Beauty, and Har- 
mony of the whole Mats. 


a 
* See plaftic Nature working to this End, 
‘© The fingle Atoms each to other tend, 
é¢ Attract, attracted to, the next in Place 
‘s Form’d and impell’d it’s Neighbour to em- 
brace. 


Here again the Tranflator miftaking this Defcrip- 
tion of the Pre/ervation of the material Univerfe 
by the Principle of Attraction, for a Defcription 
of its Creation, has quite deftroyed the Poct’s fine 
analogical Argument, by which he proves, from 
the Circumftance of mutual Attraction in Matter, 
that Man while he feeks Society, and thereby 
promotes the Good of his Species, co-operates 
with God’s general Difpenfation, But the Cir- 
cumftance of a Creation proves nothing but a 
Creator. 

“Vol 
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mutual Wants (from whence univerfal Happinefs 
refulrs) make them too apt to overlook the true 
Syitem of Things; fuch as thofe in full Health 
and Opulency of Fortune. ‘This Caution was necef~- 
dary with Regard to Society; but {till more necef- 
fary with Regard to Religion: Therefore he efpe- 
cially recommends the Memory of it to Minifters, 
and others, when they preach or pray ; becaufe the 
Preacher who does not confider the firit Caufe un- 
der this View of a Being confulting the Good of 
the Whole, muft needs give a very unworthy Idea 
of him: And the Supplicant, who prays as one not 
rclated to a Whole, or as difregarding the Happi- 
nefs of it, will not only pray in vain, but offend 
his Maker, by an impious Attempt to counterwork 
his Difpenfation. 


*¢ Tn all the Madnefs of fuperfluous Health, 

*¢ The Trim of Pride, and Impudence of Wealth, 
‘© Let this great Truth be prefent Night and Day, 
«¢ But mot be prefent, when we preach or pray. 


The Tranflator not feeing into the admirable 
Purpofes of this Caution, has quite dropt the moft 
material Circumftances contained in the Jaf Line ; 
and, what is worfe, has, for the fake of a foolifh 
Antithefis, deftroy’d the whole Propriety of the 
Thought in the fix and fecond; and fo, between 
both, has left his Author neither Senfe nor Sy- 
fiem. 


‘© Dans le Sein du bonheur, ou de ? Adver/ite. 


Now, of all People, Mew in Adver/ity have the 
leaft need of this Caution, as being the leaft apt to 
forget that God confults the Good of the Whole, and 
provides for it, by procuring mutual Happinefs by 

Jeans of mutual Wants : Becaufe fach as yet retain 
the 
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the Marks of any frefh Calamity are moft com- 


paffionate to others labouring under the fame Mis- 
fortunes, and moft prompt and ready to relieve 
them. 

The Poet then introduces his Syftem of human 
Sociability, by fhewing it []. 7, 8.] to be the 
Dictate of the Creator, and that Man, in this, did 
but follow the Example of general Nature, which 
is combined 


‘¢ In one clofe Syftem of Benevolence. 


This he proves fir? [from |. 8. to 13.] (on the 
noble Theory of Attraction) from the Qéco.- 
nomy of the material World; where there is a 
mutual Confpiracy in all the Particles of Matter to 
work for one End ; the Ufe, Beauty, and Har- 
mony of the whole Mats. 


i 
*¢ See plaftic Nature working to this End, 
«¢ The fingle Atoms each to other tend, 
‘© Attract, attracted to, the next in Place 
¢ Form’d and impell’d it’s Neighbour to em- 
brace. 


a 


Here again the Tranflator miftaking this Defcrip- 
tion of the Pre/ervation of the matcrial Univerfe 
by the Principle of Attraction, for a Defcription 
of its Creation, has quite deftroyed the Poet’s fine 
analogical Argument, by which he proves, from 
the Circumftance of mutual Attraétion in Matter, 
that Man while he feeks Society, and thereby 
promotes the Good of his Species, co-operates 
with God’s general Difpenfation. But the Cir- 
cumftance of a Creation proves nothing but a 
Creator. 


Z 3 66 Voi 








| 
| 











334 The Works of the Learnep. Art.25. 


<< Voi du Sein du Cabos eclater la lumiere, 
«© Chaque Atome ebranle courir pour s’embral= 
fer, &S¢. 


The Poet’s /econd Argument [from ]. 12 to 27. ] 
is taken from the vegetable and animal World; 
whofe Beings ferve mutually for the Produgtion, 
Support, and ne of each other. 

«* See Matter next with various Life endu’d 
«< Prefs to one Centre ftill, the gen’ral Good. 
‘s See dying Vegetables Life fattain, 
¢ See Life diffolving vegetate again, 
«© All Forms that perifh other Forms ‘fapply, 
se By Turns they catch the vital Breath and die; 
¢ Like Bubbles to the Sea of Matter born, 
‘© They rife, they break, and to that Sea re- 
turn, €e. 


a 


a 


One would wonder what fhould have induced Mr, 
P Abbe, to tranflate the two laft Lines thus, 


“¢ Sort du neant y rentre, & reparoit au jour. 


Comes out of Nothing, and enters back again into 
Nothing. 





I fhould not have taken notice of this Miftake 

but for M. de Croufaz’s ready Remark, ‘ se 
“© Pope, fays he, defcends even to the moft vulg: 
«© Prejudices; when he tells us, that each Baing 
“* comes out of Nothing, the common Peo ple think 
“ that that which dif. {appears 1s annihilated. The 
‘¢ Atoms, the {malleft Particles, the Roots of ter- 
“¢ reftrial Bodies fubfift, &c.” * 

But this Part of the Poet’s /econd Argument, in 
which he tells us that God, 


* Paze 231. 
‘¢ Con- 
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*¢ Connects each Being, greateft with the leaft ; 
‘s Made Bealt in Aid of Man, and Man of Beatt, 
‘<s All ferv’d all ferving————— 


335 


Awaking again the old Pride of his Adverfaries, 
who cannot bear that Man fhould be thoucht to be 
ferving as well as ferveds he takes this Occafion 
again to humble them [trom ], 26 to 53.) by the 
fame kind of Argument he had employed in the 
firft Epiftle, and which our fecond Letter has con- 
fidered at large. 

However his Adverfaries, loth to give up the 
Queftion, will reafon upon the Matter ; and we 
are now to fuppofe them as objecting at Providence 
in this Manner.—We grant, fay they, that fin the 
irrational Creation, as in the inanimate, a// 15 ferv- 
ed, and all is ferving. But, with regard to Man, 
the Cafe is different; he ftands fingle. For his 
Reafon has endowed him both with Power and 
Addrefs fufficient to make all Things /erve bim : 
And his Sef love, of which you have fo largely 
provided for him, will difpofe him, in his 
Turn, to ferve none. Therefore is your Theo- 
ry imperfect.—- “* Not fo faft, replies the Poet, 
‘* {from |. 52 to 83.] I grant you, Man indeed 
<¢ affects to be the Wit and Tyrant of the Whole, and 
‘* would fain fhake off 


“ That Chain of Love, 
‘* Combining all below and all above. 








«© But Nature, even by that very Gift of Reafon, 
‘© checks this Tyrant: For Reafon endowing Man 
és with the Ability of fetting together the Memo- 
‘s ry of the paft, and the Forecaft of the Future ; 
‘¢ and paft Misfortunes making him apprehenfive 
‘© of future ones, this difpofes him to pity and 
** relieve others in a State of Suffering. And the 
¢* Paffion growing habitual, naturally extends its 

4 ‘s Effects 
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Effects to all that have a Senfe of fuffering. 
<< Now as Brutes have neither Man’s Reafon, nor 
‘¢ his inordinate Se/f-love to draw them from the 
«« Syftem of Benevolence; fo they wanted not, 
‘© and therefore have not this human Sympathy of 
«© another’s Mifery. And thofe in Man, we fee, 
‘© balance one another, and fo keep him in that 
<¢ general Order, in which Providence has placed 
¢ all its Creatures. But this is not al! ; Man’s In- 
<¢ tereft, Amufement, Vanity, and Luxury, tie 
«¢ him ftill clofer to the Syftem of Benevolence, 
<¢ by obliging him to provide for the Support of 
«© other Animals; and tho’ it be, for the moit 
*¢ Part, only to devour them with the greater Plea- 
<* fure, yet this does not abate the proper Happi- 
<< nels of the Animals fo preferved, to whom 
“© Providence has not given the ufele/s Knowledge of 
“¢ their End, From all this it appears that the 
“© Theory is yet entire and uniform. 


‘* Grant that the Powerful {till the Weak controul, 
‘¢ Be Man the Wit and Tyrant of the Whole, — 
‘© Nature that Tyrant checks ; he only knows 

‘* And helps another Creature’s Wants and Woes. 
‘¢ Say, will the Falcon ftooping from above, 

<¢ Smit with her varying Plumage, fpare the Dove ? 
«© Admires the Jay the Infeét’s gilded Wings? 

“* Or hears the Hawk when Philomela fings? 

* Man cares for all, &c,———-———— 


a“ 





This is the Force of this fine and noble Argument. 
The fenfelefs and fcandalous Reflections of Mr. de 
Croufaz on the latter Part of it I have refuted in my 
iecond and third Letters. 

But even to this, as a Caviller would ftill object, 
we are to fuppofe him to do fo; and to fay—Ad- 
mit you have fhewn that Nature has endowed all 
Animals, whether rational or irrational, with fuch 

m Kinase Fa. 
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Faculties as admirably fit them to promote the 
general Good : But in its Care for this, has not 
Nature neglected to provide for the private Good 
of the Individual? We have Caufe to think it has, 
and we fuppofe that on this Account it kept back 
from Brutes the Gift of Reafon, (fo neceffary a 
Means of Happinefs) becaufe Reafon, as we find 
in the Inftance of Man (where there is Occafion 
for all the complicated Contrivance you have de- 
{cribed above, to make the Effect of his Paffions 
counterwork the immediate Powers of his Reafon, 
in order to keep him fubfervient to the general 
Syftem) Reafon, we fay naturally tends to draw 
Beings into a private, independent Syitem. 

This the Poet anfwers by fhewing [from ]. 82. 
to 109. | that /u/tiné gains the End of private Hap- 
pinefs in thofe Animals to which it is the only 
Guide, full as well as Rea/on does in Man. Which 
he proves by this great and juft Reafon, that in 
the firft Cafe God directs immediately, in the latter 
mediately, thro” Man. ° 


<¢ Say, where full Inftinct is th’ unerring Guide, 
‘© What Pope or Council can they need befide ? 
¢< And Reafon raife o’er Inftinét as you can, 
*¢ Jn this *tis God directs, in that ’tis Man. 


The Commentator, whom I will fuppofe in Cha- 
rity to have feen nothing of this fine and fober 
Reafoning, nor to have been apprehenfive of 
the Oljection, which occafioned it, tho”? that Ob- 


jection arifes from the Subject, accufes the 


Poet of defigning to reprefent Brutes as perfec as 

Man, who is of a Nature fufceptible of Religion. * 

But if he could not fee the Chain of Rea- 

foning, he might yet, methinks, have attended to 

this plain Denunciation of the Poet, with which 
| * Pape 229. 


he 
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he introduces the Difcourfe that gives Mr. de Crou- 
faz fo much Offence. 


¢¢ Whether with Reafon or with Inftinét bleft, 

‘© Know all enjoy the Power, which fuits ’em beft : 
‘© To Blifs alike by that Direction tend, 

“¢ And find the Means proportion’d to the End. 


Which fhews the Perfection fpoken of is not a Per- 
fection comparative with that of any other Being, 
but a Perfeétion proportioned to the End of the 
Being itfelf.—But nothing can keep a Calumniator 
from being impertinent. 

The Poet now comes to the main Subject of his 
Fpiftle, the Proof of Man’s Sociability from the 
two general Societies compofed by him, the zatu- 
ral Subject to paternal Authority, and the civil 
Subjeét to the magiiterial: Which he has had the 
Addrefs to introduce, from what had preceded, 
in fo eafy and natural a Manner, as fhews him to 
have the Art of giving all the Gracetfulnefs to the 
Drynefs and Severity of Method, as well as Wit to 
the Strength and Depth of Reafon. For the philo- 
fophic Nature of his Work requiring he fhould fhew 
by what Means thofe Societies were introduced, this 
affords him an Opportunity of fliding gracefully 
and eafily, from the Preliminaries, into the main 
Subje&t ; and fo to give that Perfection of Me- 
thod, which we find only in the Works of great 
Writers. 

For having juft before, tho’ to a different Pur- 
pole, defcribed the Power of beftial Inftiné& to at- 
tain the Happinefs of the Individual, he goes on 
in fpeaking of that Inftinét as it is ferviceable ¢o 
the Kind, [trom |, 108 to 148.] to illuftrate the 
Original of Society. He fhews, that tho’, as he 
had before obferved, God had founded the proper 
Blifs of each Creature in the Nature of its own 

Being, 
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Being, yet thefe not being independent Individuals, 
but Part of a Whole; God, to blefs that Whole, 
built mutual Happinefs on mutual! Wants; but, 
for the Supply of mutual Wants, Creatures muft 
neceflarily affociate; which 1s the firft Ground of 
Society. He then proceeds to that which is call’d 
natural, {ubject to paternal Authority, and arifing 
from the Union of the two Sexes ;— defcribes the 
imperfect Image of it in Brutes, then explains it at 
large in all its Caufes and Effects: And, laftly, 
fhews that, as 1n Fact, it is founded and pre- 
ferved by mutual Wants, the Supplial of which 
caufes mutual Happinefs ; fo is it likewife in 
Ricut, by Equity, Gratitude, and the Obfer- 
vance of the Relation of Things in general. 


“© Reflection, Reafon, ftill the Ties improve ; 

<¢ At once extend the Int’reft, and the Love: 

<¢ With Choice we fix, with Sympathy we burn, 

‘© Fach Virtue in each Paffion takes its Turn; 

s¢ And fti!ll new Needs, new Helps, new Habits 
rife, 

‘¢ That graft Benevolence on Charities, 

‘© Meim’ry and Forecaft juft Returns engage, 

‘¢ That pointed back to Youth, this on to Age; 

‘© While Pleafure, Gratitude, and Hope com- 
bin’d, 

© Still fpread the Int’reft and preferv’d the Kind. 


But now the Atheift and Hobdi/?, againft whom 
Mr. Pope writes, deny the Principle of Right, ‘or 
of natural Fuftice, before the Invention of civil 
Compact, which, they fay, gave a Being to it: 
And accordingly, we know, have had the Effron- 
tery, publickly, to declare tbat a State of Nature 
was a State of Wav. ‘This quite fubverts the Poet’s 
natural Society: Theretore, the next Step he takes 
after his Account of that State, is to fupport the 

Reality 
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Realiey of it, by overthrowing the oppugnant 
Principle of no natural Fuftice; which he does 
[from |. 147 to 170.] by fhewing, ina fine De- 
fcription of the State of Innocence, as reprefented in 
Scripture, that a State of Nature was fo far from 
being without natural Fuftice, that it was, at firft, 
the Reign of God, where Right and Truth univer- 
fally prevail’d. 


<< Nor think in Nature’s State they blindly trod, 

‘ The State of Nature was the Reign of God. 

© Self-love and focial at her Birth began, 

¢ Union, the Bond of all Things, and of Man, 

¢ Pride then was not; nor /#rfs that Pride to aid, 

¢ Man walk’d with Beaft joint Tenant of the 
Shade, €&. 


rv rF fF A 


a 


Now let us hear Mr. de Croufaz, who knew no 
more of the Courfe of the Argument that led Mr. 
Pope to this beautiful Defcription, than he knew 
of his Englifh ; tho’ he tells us, be bad redoubled bis 
Aitention upon this Epiftle *.— Mr. Pope, fays he, 
Speaks with the Affurance of an Eye-wituefs of what 
paffed in this firft Age of the World +.— And well 
he might, when fconducted by his Faith in Scrip- 
ture Hiftory.— Thai which he here reprefents, fays 
he, is much le/s credible in itfelf, than that which 
Mofes teaches us +. Now what muft we think of 
our Logician’s Faith, who taking it for granted, 
that Mr. Pope would not borrow of Mo/es, has 
here condemn’d before he was aware, the Credibi- 
lity of Scripture Hiftory ; for the Account the 
Poet gives of the State of Innocence is indeed nei- 
ther more nor lefs, nor other than that very Account 
of Mo/es himfelf. 

He goes on,—This Religion, common to Brutes 


* Page 218. t Page 240. 


and 
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and Men, infinuates to us, that in thofe bappy 
Times, Men had no more Religion than Brutes : * 
This Reflection points at the following Lines, 


<¢ Inthe fame Temple, the refounding Wood, 
«© All vocal Beings hymn’d their equal God. 


But does not the Poet fpeak in this very Place 
of Man as officiating in the prieftly Office at the 
Altar, and offering up his blamelefs euchariftical 
Sacrifice to Heaven ? 


¢< The Shrine with Gore unftain’d, with Gold un- 
dreft, 


«© Unbrib’d, unbloody, ftood the blamelefs Prieft. 


How fcandalous then is this Afperfion? As to the 
Line, 


<¢ All vocal Beings hymn’d their equal God, 


our Logician fhould be fent to Scripture for its 
Meaning; who, had he been as converfant with 
the P/almift as with his Burger/dicius, would have 
learned to have judged more pioufly as well as 
more charitably ; there the in/pired Poet calling to 
Mind (as Mr. Pope did here) the Age of Innocence, 
and full of the great Ideas of thofe - 
C6 — Chains of Love, 
‘* Combining all below, and all above ; 


Which 


‘¢ Draw to one Point, and to one Centre bring 
“ Beaft, Man, or Angel, Servant, Lord, or King ; 


* Page 240. 
Breaks 
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Breaks out into this rapturous and divine Apo- 
ftrophe, to call back the devious Creation to its 
primitive Reétitude.— ** Praife the Lord all ye 
¢< Angels, praife him all ye Hofts. Praife him 
¢< Sun and Moon, praife him all ye Stars of Light. 
«< Let them praife the Name of the Lord, for he 
<< commanded and they were created. Praife the 
¢¢ Tord from the Earth ye Dragons, and all Deeps. 
«¢ Fire and Hail, Snow and Vapour, ftormy 
«¢ Wind fulfilling his Word: Mountains and all 
«¢ Hills, fruitful Trees, and all Cedars; Bea/t and 
«s all Cattle, creeping Things, and flying Fowl: 
«¢ Kings of the Earth, and all People 5 Princes and 
ce all Fudges of the Earth, \et them praife the 
«© Name of the Lord; for his Name alone 1s ex- 
<< cellent, his Glory is above the Earth and Hea- 
‘6 ven.” = P/aln cxlviii. 

‘To return, ftriét Method, of which, by this 
Time, the Keader finds our Poet no unexaét Ob- 
ferver, leads him next to fpeak of that Society 
which fucceeded the xatural, namely the civil. 
But, as he does nothing abruptly, he firft explains 
[trom |, 169 to 200.] the intermediate Means which 
Jed Mankind from watural to civil Society. Thefe 
were the Juvention and Improvement of Arts. For 
while Mankind lived in a mere State of Nature, 
uncon{cious of the Arts of Life, there was no 
need of any other Society than that which we may 
call paternal, But when .frts were found out and 
improved, then that more perfect Society, the 
civil, became neceflary. And for thefe two Rea- 
fons 5 /injf, to bring thofe Arts already found to 
Perfection 3 and, Secondly, to fecure the Product of 
them to their rightful Proprietors. But the Poet, 
always intent on the great End for which he wrote 
his jay, namely, to mortify that Pride, which 
occafions the impious Complaints againft Provi- 
dence, with the greateft Art and Contrivance, 

{peaks 
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{peaks of thefe human [Inventions as but Leffons 
learnt of mere Animals guided only by Inftiné ; 
and thus, at the fame Time, gives a new Inftance 
of the wonderful Providence of God, who has con- 
trived to teach Mankind in a way, not only proper 
to humble human Arrogance, but to raife our Idea 
of infinite Wifdom to the higheft Pitch. All this 
he does in a Profopopwia the moft fublime that 
ever entered into the human Imagination. 


‘¢ See him from Nature rifing flow to Art! 

‘© To copy Inftiné then was Reafon’s Part: 

«© Thus then to Man the Voice of Nature fpakem= 

‘¢ Go, from the Creatures thy Inftructions take ; 

“¢ Thy Arts of Building from the Bee receive, 

«* Learn of the Mole to plow, the Worm to 
weave ; 

‘© Learn of the little Nautilus to fail, 

‘© Spread the thin Oar, and catch the driving 
Gale, &c. 

«s Yet go! and thus o’er all the Creatures fway, 

<¢ Thus let the Wifer make the reft obey, 

“© And for thofe Arts mere Inftinét could afford, 

‘© Be crown’d as Monarchs, or as Gods ador’d. 


It is worth while to take notice of the Poet’s 
Addrefs in the firft Part of the laft Line.-—I ob- 
ferved that, in this Paragraph, he has given an 
Account of thofe intermediate Means that led 
Mankind trom wzatural to civil Society, namely, 
the Invention and Improvement of Arts. Now 
here, on his Conclufion of this Account, and 
Entry upon the Defcription of civil Society it- 
felf, he conneéts the two Parts the moft graceful- 
ly that can be conceived, by infinuating, that it 
was the Juvention of thofe Arts, which raifed to 
the Magiftracy, in this new Society now formed 
for the perfecting them, 

I can- 
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I cannot leave this Part without cenfuring a 
ftrange Imagination of the Tranflator’s, in the 
Turn he has given to thefe two Lines, 


‘© Thus then toMan the Voice of Nature fpake,--- 
«< Go, from the Creatures thy Inftructions take. 


«© La Nature indigne alors fe fit entendre ; 

‘© Va malbeureux mortel, va, lui dit elle, ap- 
prendre 

“© Des plus vils animaux. 





One would wonder what fhould make him repre- 
fent Nature in fuch a Paffion at Man, and cal- 
ling him Names, when Mr. Pope fuppofes her in 
her beft Humour, and Man the moft bappy in the 
Direétion here given. But what led him into this 
Miftake was another full as grofs. Mr. Pope, de- 
fcribing the State of Innocence, which ends at thefe 
Lines, 


<¢ Ffeaven’s Attribute was univerfal Care, 
‘¢ And Man’s Prerogative to rule, but fpare. 


turns, from thofe Times, to a View of thefe lat- 
ter Ages, and breaks out into this tender and hu- 
mane Complaint, 


‘¢ Ah how unlike the Man of Times to come! 
© Of half that live the Butcher and the Tomb; 
*¢ Who, Foe to Nature, hears the gen’ral Groan, 
‘¢ Murders their Species, and betrays his own, &c. 


al 


Unluckily, the Tranflator took this Defcrip- 
tion for the Corruption of that firft Aze; and fo ima- 
gined the Poet had introduced Nature only to fet 
Things right again; and then he .fuppofed, of 
Courfe, fhe was to be very angry, and not moe 
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Mr. Pope had reprefented her in any great Emo- 
tion, he was willing to improve upon his Author’s 
Expreffion. 
To proceed, after all this neceffary Preparation, 
. the Poet fhews [from }. 199 to 216. ] how civil 
| Society followed, and the Advantages it produced. 
But thefe are beft defcribed in his own Words : 


‘© Great Nature fpoke, obfervant Men obey’d ; 
«¢ Cities were built, Societies were made : 
‘¢ Here rofe one little State; another near 
! ‘© Grew by like Means, and join’d thro’ Love or 
‘ Fear. 
¢ Did here the Trees with ruddier Burthens bend, 
«© And there the Streams in purer Rills defcend: 
© What War could ravifh, Commerce could be- 
{ftow, 
“<< And he return’d a Friend, who came a Foe. 
“* Converfe and Love Mankind might ftrengly 
draw, 
«© When Love was Liberty, and Nature Law. 
‘© Thus States were form’d.—— 


“ 














Nothing can be jufter than this Account, or 
more corroborating of the Poet’s general Theory. 
Yet his Tranflator has a ftrange Fatality in con- 
tradicting him, whenever he attempts to para- 
phrafe his Senfe. 

The firft Line Mr. /’Abbe turns thus, 


«© Pars ces mots la Nature excita l’Induftrie,' 
“* Et de Homme feroce enchaina la furie, 


Chained up the Fury of favage Man, 
And fo contradicts the whole Syftem of Benevo- 


lence, and goes over to the Atheift’s, who fuppofes 
Aa the 
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the State of Nature to be a State of War. That 
which feems to have mifled him was thefe Lines. 


‘¢ What War could ravifh, Commerce could be- 
ftow, 
«¢ And he return’d a Friend, who came a Foe. 


But the Tranflator fhould have confidered, that 
tho’ the Poet maintains a State of Nature to be a 
State of Peace, yet he never imagined there could 
be no Quarrels in it, He well knew, that Se/f- 
love drives thro’ ‘fuft and thro? Unjuft. He pufhes 
no Syftem to an Extravagance ; but fteers between 
Doétrines feemingly oppofite, or, in other Words, 
follows Truth uniformly throughout. 

The Poet now returns fat |. 216 to 242.] to 
what he had left unfinifhed in his Defcription of xa- 
tural Society, This, which appears irregular, is in- 
deed a fine Inftance of his thorough Knowledge 
of the Art of Method. I will explain it. 

This third Eniftle, as we faid, confiders Man 
with re/pe# to Society; the Second, with refpeli to 
himfelf,; and the Fourth, with Re/pec to Happine/s. 
But in none of thefe Relations does the Poet ever 
lofe Sight of him under ¢hat in which he ftands 
to God ; it will follow therefore, that {peaking of 
him with refpect to Socirty, the Account would 
be then moft imperfect, were he not at the fame 
Time confidered with re/pect to bis REL1610N ; for, 
between thefe two there is a Clofe, and while 
Things continue in Order, a moft interefting Con- 
nection. 


‘© True Faith, true Policy united ran ; 
‘¢ That was but Love of God, and this of Man. 


Now Religion fuffering no Change, nor De- 
pravation, when Man firft entered into civil 
Socicty, 
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Society, but continuing the fame as in the State of 
Nature, the Poet, to avoid Repetition, deterred 
giving account of his Religion, till he had fpoken 
of the Origin of that Society. Thence it is, that 
he here refumes the Account of the State of Nature, 
that is, fo much of it as he had left untouched, 
which was only the Religion of it.— This confilt- 
ing in the Knowledge of one God, the Creator of all 
Things, the Poet fhews how Men came by it. 
That it was either taught by Reajon, which giving 
: to every Effect a Caute, it inftruéted them to go 
if from Caufe to Caufe till they came to the firft, who 
being caufelefs would needs be judged felf-exiftent 
or by Zradition, which preferved the Memory of 
the Creation.——= He then tells us what thefe Men, 
undebauched by falfe Science, underftood, 1/7, Of 
God’s Nature; that they eafily diftinguifhed be- 
tween the Workman and the Work, and faw the 
Subftance of the Creator to be diftinét and dif- 
ferent from that of the Creature; and fo were in 
no Danger of falling into the horrid Opinion of the 
Greek Philofophers, and their Follower Spinoza. 
And fimple Reafon teaching them, that the Crea- 
tor was but One, they eafily faw that all was right; 
and fo were in no Danger of falling into the Adani- 
chean Error, which, when oblique Wit had broke 
the fteady Light of Reafon, imagined all was not 
right, having before imagined all was not the 
Work of One. 2dly, What they underftood of 
God’s Attributes 5 that they eafily conceived a Fa- 
ther where they had found a Deity, and that a fo- 
vereign Being was only a fovereign Good, 


























6 Jill then by Nature crown’d each Patriarch fate, 

*¢ King, Prieft, and Parent of his growing 
State, &5c. 

<¢ —Ti]] drooping, fick’ning, dying, they began 

*¢ Whom they rever’d as God to mourn as Man. 

Aa 2 i, “* Thee 
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Then looking up from Sire to Sire, explor’d 
One great firft Father, and that firft ador’d. 


“ 


+ 


I]. 
Or plain Tradition that this all begun, 
Convey’d unbroken Faith from Sire to Son. 


a 


w~ 


o 
wo 


I. 
The Worker from the Work diftiné& was 
known, 
And fimple Reafon never fought but one. iI 
’Ere Wit oblique had broke that fteady Light, a 
Man, like his Maker, faw that all was right. | 


nn 
w“~ 
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Il. 
To Virtue in the Paths of Pleafure trod, 
And own’d a Father when he own’d a God. 
Love all the Faith, &%c.— 


cal 
a“ 


oe 
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Mr. ? Abbe, not apprehending that the Poet was 
| | here returned to finifh his Defcription of the State 
| | of Nature, has run into one of the greateft Mi- 
1 | {takes a Tranflator could wel! commit. In a Word, 
| | he has taken this Account of true Religion, for an 
Account of the Origin of Idolatry, and thus fatally 
embellifhes his own Blunder. 


‘© Jaloux d’en conferver les traits & la figure, 

‘© Jveur zele induftrieux inventa la peinture. 

‘« Leurs neveux attentifs a ces hommes fameux 

** Qui par le droit du fang avoient régné fur eux, 

‘¢ Trouvent-ils dans leur fuite un grand un pre- 
mier pere, 

‘¢ Leur aveugle refpect l’adore & le révere. 


Here you have one of the fineft Pieces of Rea- 
foning in the World turn’d, at once, into as mere 
a 
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a Heap of Nonfence. You will wonder how this 
came about: The unlucky Term of Great fir/t 
Father confounded him, and he took it to fignity 
a Great-Grandfather ; but he fhould have confi- 
dered that the Poet always reprefents God, as very 
wife and good Men would do, and as our Reli- 
gion directs us to do, under the Idea of a fu- 
ther. Befides, he is here defcribing thofe Men, 
who 


‘¢ To Virtue in the Paths of Pleafure trod, 
“© And own’d a Father, where they own’da God. 


You may be fure Mr. de Croufaz has not let 
thefe fine Strokes about the Original of Painting 
efcape him. But here the Critick (which is a 
Wonder) proves more clear-fighted than the Tran- 
flator ; he faw that the Lines in Queftion were a 
Continuation of fomething not immediately preced- 
ing; but that was all he faw, as may appear from 
his important Remark. ‘* We fhall be miftaken, 
‘© (fays he) if we regard this Paffage as a Continu- 
<< ation of the Hiftory immediately going before. 
<< It would be too great an Anachronifm to fup- 
*¢ pofe it. The Government of Fathers and Fa- 
<< milies, did not fucceed that of Kings; on 
*¢ the Contrary, the Reign of thefe was eftablifh- 
“¢ ed on the Government of ¢ho/e *. 

Order leads the Poet next to {peak [from]. 241 
to 246.] of the Corruption of civil Society, and 
its Degeneracy into Tyranny; and here, with the 
greateft Art as well as Truth, he obferves, it arotfe 
from the Violation of that great Principle, which 
he fo much infifts upon throughout his Effay, 
That every one was made for the Use of all. 


* Page 249. 
Aa 3 “© Who 








eter . eeeinenenentiilnant:. satin: 








350 The Works of the Learnep. Art. 29. 
“© Who firft taught Souls enflav’d, and Realms 


undone, 
<¢ Th? enormous Faith of many made for one? 
‘© That proud Exception to all Nature’s Laws, 
‘© T* invert the World, and counterwork its Caufe. 


But we may be fure, that in this Corruption, 
where natura]. Juftice was thrown afide, and Force, 
the Atheift’s Juftice, prefided in its ftead, Religion 
would follow the Fate of civil Society. We know, 
from antient Hiftory, it did fo. Accordingly, 
Mr. Pope [from 1. 245 to 270.] with corrupt Poli- 
ticks defcribes corrupt Religion and its Caufes ; he 
firft informs us, agreeably to his exact Knowledge 
of Antiquity, that it was the Politician and not the 
Prieff (as our illiterate Tribe of Free-thinkers 
would make us believe) who firft corrupted Reli- 
gion. Secondly, that the Superftition he brought in 
was not invented by him, as an Engine to play up- 
on others, (as the Atheift feigns, who would thus 
miferably account for the Origin of Religion) but 
was a Trap he firft fell into himfelf. And this 
agreeably to the Poet’s vaft Knowledge of human 
Nature. For that Impotency of Mind, as the La- 
tin Writers call it, * which gives Birth to all the 
enormous Crimes neceflary to fupport a Tyranny, 
naturally fubjeéts its Owner to all the vain, as well 
as real Terrors of Confcience. Hence the whole 
Machinery of Super/tition. 


*¢ She midft the Lightning’s Blaze and Thunder’s 
Sound, | 

© ‘When rock’d the Mountains, and when groan’d 
the Ground, | 


* They expreffed the Paffion for tyrannizing by this Word. 

A fine Roman Hiftorian fays of Marixs, that he was Glorig 
infaticbilis, IMTOTENS Sermperque inquietus’ And ot Pompey, 
Potentia jua nunquam aut raro ad AMPOTENTIAM U/U5. | 
, “¢ Sh¢ 
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¢¢ She from the rending Earth and burfting Skies, 
«s Saw Gods defcend, and Fiends infernal rife. 


And it was newonder that he, who had fo imp- 
oufly attempted to counterwork the Defign of Na- 
ture, by acting as if many were made for one, 
fhould now imagine he faw all Nature armed againit 
him. 

It is true, the Poet obferves, that afterwards, 
when the Tyrant’s Fright was over, he had Cun- 
ning enough, from the Experience of the Effect of 
Superftition upon himfelf, to turn it, by the Affi- 
{tance of the Prieft (who for his Reward went Shares 
with him in his Tyranny) as his beft Defence againtt 
his Subjects. 


‘¢ With Heaven’s own Thunders fhook the World 
below, 
‘¢ And play’d the God an Engine on his Foe. 


For a Tyrant naturally and reafonably takes all his 
Slaves for his Enemies. But hear thefe momentous 
Truths infinitely better told by our Poet himfelf. 


‘© Force firlt made Conqueft, and that Conqueft 
Law, : 

‘© Till Superftition taught the Tyrant Awe ; 

‘© Then hard the Tyranny, then lent it Aid, 

** And Gods of Conqu’rors, Slaves of Subjects 
made. 


Having given the Cau/es of Superftition, he next 
defcribes its Objects. 


‘¢ Gods partial, changeful, paffionate, unjuft, 
“6 Whofe Attributes were Rage, Revenge, and 
Luft: 
Aa 4 ‘6 Such 
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‘© Such as the Souls of Cowards might conceive ; 
«© And form’d like Tyrants, Tyrants wou’d be- 
lieve. 


~~ 

" It is notorious that the Pagan Gods, as deli- 
ver’d in Antiquity, are here very exactly defcribed. 
This is 2 Demonttration of the Truth of that Ori- 
ginal which the Poet gives to Superftition: For if 
thefe Fantafms were firft raifed in the Imagination 
of Tyrants, they muft have the Qualities here given 
them. For Force being the Tyrant’s greateft Vir- 
tuc, and Luxury his greateft Happinefs, the Attri- 
butes of his God would of Courfe be Revenge and 
Luff; in a Word, the Antitype of himfelf. But 
there was another, and more material Caufe, of the 
Refemblance between a Tyrant and a Pagan God ; 
and that was the making Gods of Conquerors, as the 
Poet fays, and fo canonizing a Tyrant’s Vices with 
his Perfon. That thefe Gods fhould fuit a People 
humbled to the Stroke of a Matter will be no Won- 
der, if we recolleét a Saying of the Antients ; —— 
That, that Day which faw a Man a Slave, took away 
half bis Virtue. 

The artful Inference our Poet draws from all this 
[from 1. 269 to 284.] is to confirm what he had 
advanced in his /econd Epiftle, concerning the Na- 
ture and Effects of Self-love.— It drives (fays he) 
through Right and Wrong ; it caufes the Tyrant 
t0 violate the Rights of Mankind; and it caufes 
the People to vindicate that Violation. For Self- 
Jove being common to the whole Species, or fetting 
each Individual in Purfuit of the fame Objects, it 
became neceflary for each, if he would fecure his 
own, to provide for the Safety of another’s. And 
thus Equity and Benevolence arofe from that fame 
Self love, which had given Birth to Avarice and 
[njufkice. 


© Forctd 
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«< Forc’d into Virtue thus by Self-defence, 

«¢ Ev’n Kings learn’d Juftice and Benevolence. 
¢* Self-love forfook the Path it firft purfu’d, 

«© And found the private in the public Good, 


The Poet has now defcrib’d the Rife, Pefection, 
and Decay of civil Policy and Religion, in the 
early Ages. But the Defign had been imperfect, 
had he here dropp’d his Ditcourfe ; there was after 
this a Recovery from their feveral Corruptions, 
Accordingly the Poet has chofen that happy Pe- 
riod to conclude his Song. But as good and ill 
Governments and Religions fucceed one another 
without End, he now leaves Faés, and turns his 
Difcourfe [trom 1]. 283 to 304.] to fpeak of a more 
lating Retorm of Mankind, in the Invention of 
thofe philofophick Principles, by whofe Obfervance a 
Policy and Religion may be for-ever kept from 
finking into Tyranny and Superftition, 


s¢ *Tqwas then the ftudious Head, or gen’rous Mind, 
*¢ Follower of God, or Friend of human Kind, 

‘¢ Poet or Patriot rofe, but to reftore 

¢¢ The Faith and Morals, Nature gave before ; 

‘© Relum’d her antient Light, not kindled new, 
‘© If not God’s Image, yet his Shadow drew ; 

‘© Taught Pow’rs due Ufe to People and to Kings, 
‘© Taught not to flack nor ftrain its tender Strings. 


The eafy and juft Tranfition into this Subjecz, 
from the foregoing, is very remarkable. In the 
foregoing, he had defcribed the Effects of Selt- 
love ; now the Objfervation of thele Effects, he, 
with great Art and high Probability, makes the 
Occafion of thofe Difcoveries, which fpeculative 
Men made of the Principles of Policy and Religion, 

delcribed 
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defcribed in the prefent Paragraph; this, I fay, 
he feems to hint at in that fine Tranfition, 


“© Twas THEN the ftudious Head, €&c. 


Mr. de Croufaz, who faw nothing of this Beau- 
ty, fays,—Jt is not cafy to guefs to what Epoch Mr. 
Pope would have us refer bis THEN. * He has in- 
deed proved himfelf no good Gueffer ; which yet 
is the beft Quality of a Critick. I will therefore 
tell him without more ado. Mr. Pope meant the 
polite and flourifbing Age of Greece; and thofe Be- 
nefactors to Mankind, which, I prefume, he had 
principally in View, were Socrates and Ariftotle, 
who of all the Pagan World, fpoke beft of God, 
and wrote beft of Government. 

But now the Poet, having fo much commended 
the Invention and Inventors of the philofophick Prin- 
ciples of Religion and Government, left an ill Ufe 
fhould be made of this, by Men’s refting in Theo- 
ry and Speculation, as they have been always too 
apt to do, in Matters whofe Practice makes their 
Happinefs, he warns his Reader againft this Error, 
by a Condemnation of all fuch Indifcretions, 


‘¢ For Forms of Government let Fools conteft; 

“© Whate’er is beft adminifter’d is beft. 

«© For Modes of Faith let gracelefs Zealots fight ; 
«¢ His can’t be wrong, whofe Life is in the Right. 
<¢ All mutt be falfe that thwart this one great End, 
*¢ And all of God that blefs Mankind, or mend. 


The Seafonablenefs of this Reproof will appear 
evident enough to thofe who know, that mad 
Difputes about Liberty and Prerogative had once well 
nigh overturned our Conftitution ; and that others 
about Myftery and Church Authority had almoft 


* Page 261. 
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deftroyed the very Spirit of our holy Reli- 
ion. 

° But it is ftrange to think how thefe fine L.ines 
have been mifunderftood: The Poet, againft his 
own exprefs Words, againft the plain Senfe of his 
Syftem, has been conceived to mean, That all Go-w 
vernments and all Religions were the fame. But as 
this wrong Judgment proceeded from Men’s Igno- 
rance of the Reafon of the Reproof, as explained 
above, that Explanation is alone fufficient to fhew 
their Mittake. 

However, not to leave the great Poet under the 
leaft Sufpicion, in a Matter of fo much Momenr, I 
fhall juftify the Senfe I have given to this Paflage 
more at large. 

To fuppofe him to mean, that a/l Forms of Go- 
vernment are indifferent, is making him directly 
contradict the preceding Paragraph; where he 
loads the Patriot with Commendations, for difcri- 
a true from the fale Modes of Govern- 
ment. e, fays the Poet, 


ww“ 


* Taught Pow’rs due Ufe to People and to Kings, 
‘© Taught not to flack, nor ftrain its tender Strings; 
‘© The lefs and greater fet fo juftly true, 

‘© That touching one muft ftrike the other too; 
‘© Till jarring Int’refts of themfelves create 

¢ Th’ according Mufick of a well-mixt State, 


“ 


Here he recommends the ¢rve Form of Govern- 
ment, or a mix’d Monarchy. In another Place he 
as {trongly condemns the fa//e, or the abfolute Fu- 
re Divino Form. 


© —_For Nature knew no Right Divine in Men. 
To fuppofe him to mean, ‘bat all Religions are 


indifferent, is an equally wrong as well as — 
| table 
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table Sufpicion. Mr. Pope, tho’ his Subject, in 
this Effay on Man, confines him to natural Religion, 
(his Purpofe being to vindicate God’s natural Di- 
{penfations to Mankind againft the Atheift) yet he 
gives frequent Intimations of a more fublime Dif- 
penfation, and even of the Neceffity of it ; parti- 
cularly in his fecond Epiftle, [1. 139.] where 
he fpeaks of the Weakne/s and Infufficiency of human 
Reafon. 


‘© We wretched Subjects, tho’ to lawful Sway, 

«© In this weak Queen * fome Favourite + ftill 
obey. 

«¢ Ah! if fhe lends not Arms as well as Rules, 

«¢ What can fhe more than tell us we are Fools? 

‘© Teach us to mourn our Nature, not to mend, 

«¢ A fharp Accufer, but a helplefs Friend, 


St. Paul would not have ufed other Arguments, 
when difpofed to give the higheft Idea of the Ufe 
of Chriftianity. + But it may be the Poet finds 
a Remedy in zatural Religion; far from it. He 
there leaves Reafon unrelieved. What is this then 
but an Intimation, that we ought to feek for a Cure 
in that Religion, which only dares profefs to 
give it. 

Again, in his fourth Epiftle, [l. 331.] fpeak- 
ing of the good Man, the Favourite of Heaven, 
he fays, 





‘© For him alone Hope leads from Goal to Goal, 
‘© And opens ftill, and opens on his Soul, 

‘¢ Till lengthen’d onto Fart, and unconfin’d, 
“* It pours the Blifs that fills up all the Mind. 


* Reafon, + The Paffions. 
$ See his Epiftle to the Romans, Chap, vii. 


But 
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But natural Religion never lengthened Hope on to 
Faith. Nor did any Religion, but the Chriftian, 
ever conceive that Faith could fill the Mind with 
Happinefs. 

Laftly, The Poet in this very Epiftle, and in 
this very Place, {peaking of the great Reftorers of 
the Religion of Nature, intimates that they could 
only draw God’s Shadow, not his Image. 


‘© Relum’d her antient Light, not kindled new, 
<< If not God’s Image, yet his Shadow drew. 


As reverencing that Truth, which tells us that this 
Difcovery was referved for the glorious Gofpel of 
Chrift, who is the IMAGE or Gop. * 

Thus the Poet having fully defcribed Man in his 
focial Capacity, which Capacity is fupported by the 
two different Motions of Self-love, he concludes 
with this noble Simile : 


‘S On their own Axis as the Planets run, 

‘© Yet make at once their Circle round the Sun, 
‘© So two confiftent Motions aét the Soul, 

«* And one regards it Self, and one the Whole. 

«© Thus God and Nature link’d the gen’ral Frame, 
‘¢ And bade Self-love and Social be the fame. 


I will here, in Conclufion, take notice, becaufe 

I could find no other Place fo proper to do it, of 
one great Beauty that fhines thro’ the whole E//ay. 
Which is that the Poet, whether he fpeaks of Man 
as an Individual, a Member of Society, or the Sub- 
ject of Happinefs, never miffes an Opportunity, 
while he is explaining his State under any of thefe Ca- 
pacities, to illuftrate z#, in the moft artful Manner, 
by the Inforcement of his grand Principle, That 
every Thing tends to the Good of the Whole. From 

* 2 Cor. iv. 4. 
whence 
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whence his Syftem receives the reciprocal Advan- 
tage of having his grand Theorem realized by Faéts, 
and his Faé#s juftified by a Principle of Right. 

I have only a Word to add with regard to the 
Tranflator: It may be thought hard to call the 
Expreffions of a Poet, as he is, to fo ftricét an Ac- 
count ; but he is here to be confidered only in Qua- 
lity of Tranflator to a much greater Poet: Whofe 
Reafoning he has frequently miftaken ; and whofe 
Works want nothing but to be fairly examined by 
the fevereft Rules of Logick and good Philofophy, 
to become as illuftrious for their Senfe, as they have 
Jong been for their Wit and Poetry. 





I am, &e. 





ERRATUM. 


Ourth Letter, Page 162, Line 17, 18, for Not to deter 
Men from, but to excite, read Not to deter Men from the 
Search, but to excite. 
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ARTICLE XXVI. 


M. Turzir Ciceronis Opera. Josepnus 


OxiveTus recognita, & collata edebat. 
Cum deleétu Commentariorum. 


As the Learned only are concerned with this Ar- 


ticle, it was thought entirely needle{s to add an 
Englith Tranflation of it; or to fubftitute fuch 
a one in the Place of this Original, drawn up 
by fo fine and judicious a Pen. The Reader will 
find fomething more init than a bare Account of 
M. Olivet’s Edition of Tully now in the Prefs: 
They will fee, in Mintature, the Characters of 
the feveral former Editors of that noble Author 
expres d witha great dealof Lifeand Exaétne/s ; 
at the fame Time that they have Intimations of 
the peculiar Advantages with which bis immor- 
talWritings will appear under the Care of our 
Editor. 


The underwitten Bookfellers defire to acquaint 


the Publick, that the Impreffion of the 
Work, the Plan and Defign of which ts fuffi- 
ciently explained in the enfuing Difcourfe, fhall, 
with refpeét to the Paper and Letter, be exaét- 
ly conformable to the Specimen they have exhi- 
bited, which is a very elegant one. It will 
make nine Vilumes in Quarto: One will con- 
tain the Rhetorical Works of Cicero; two o- 
thers will be filled with bis Philofphical Trea- 
tifes; three with his Orations ; one with bis 
familiar Epiftles,; one with thofe to Atticus ; 
and the ninth will confif? of the Letters to bis 
Brother Quintus and bis Friend Brutus, to- 
gether 
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gether with bis Fragments, the Pieces that go 
under bis Name, but are fuppofed to be fpuri- 
ous, and laftly very full and particular Indexes 

_ to the whole Colleétion. The Rhetorical and 
Philofophical Traéts being omitted in Grevius’s 
Edition, will be the firft publifbed in this; and, 
as they hope, before the Conclufion of the current 
Year. 

The Abbe d’Olivet has ordered them alfo to give 
notice, that be fhall efteem himfelf highly oblig- 
ed to the Learned for any Informations which 
may tend to the Improvement of bis Under- 
taking. 


Jean-Baptifte Coignard, 

. ) Pierre- Jean Mariette fils 

A Paris, Jean Defaint, 
Jacques Guerin. 


At London, Meff. Vaillant. 
BereivToR LECTORL 


OST impenfum a tot ac tantis viris illuftran- 

do Ciceroni laborem, quid ego nove utilita- 
tis afferam, oper pretium eft declarare: ne quis 
forté aut expectet, quze dare nolui ; aut, que volui, 
non ex zquo ceftimet. Res autem erit perfpicua, 
modo id, quod pre fe fert titulus, explicetur. 
Primi indicat Opera Ciceronis recognita, €8 collata : 
deinde commentariorum in ea delectum, Quapropter 
de utrifque dicam. 

Ac primo quidem de Ciceronis, ut vulgo loquun- 
tur, ¢fextu. Utar enim hac voce, Criticorum 
jam pridem ufu trita: quoniam & clare inftitui, 
breviterque dicere; neque ullam nobis tranfmifit 

antiqua 
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antiqua latinitas eidem fignificande rei fatis idoneam. 
Textum, inquam, reprzefentari quam probatiffi- 
mum, ut precipuz res utilitatis erat, ita difficulra- 
tis. Quam multis enim, quam deformibus mendis. 
fcateant veterum exemplaria, nemo nefcit: & do- 
lendum certé, haud mirandum eft, ctim toties 3 
librariis ex{cripta fint, non incuriofis modo, quales 
jam eetate Tullii, de quibus ipfe * quadam in epi- 
ftola queritur; fed, que pofteriorum fuit tempo- 
rum infelicitas, etiam imperitis. 

Quanquam quid unos accufamus librarios, ubi 
ab alio genere hominum profecta funt flagitia, qua 
graviori animadverfione digna cenfeas? Abunda- 
bant ifti quidem ingenio, ac doétrina: fed cim 
auctoris fenfum a fuis vel conjecturis vel ariolatio- 
nibus pendere vellent, quaecunque non fatis proba- 
bant, aut minus intelligebant, continud immuta- 
bant: neque aliquando deerat pulverulentz ac la- 
cere fuffragatio membranz, qua fe tuerentur ; 
quippe nulla eft lectio, five prava, five recta, 
quam non fulciat codex aliquis manu exaratus. 
Vulnera itaque & refricabant vetera, & infligebant 
nova. Ut quemadmodum moriens quidam de me- 
dicis dixit, 


~ ~ >/ =. 
Tlomay iatpav dood a uamwrscay, 


ita, tefte Henrico + Stephano, de fcriptis fuis ex- 
clamaturus fit Tullius, fi revivifcat, 


Tlomay Suocbwray Opdcos p'amwaccey. 


Ac fuit tempus illud, cum, nifi coerceretur & 
regeretur hominum iftorum audacia, paucis annis in 
Cicerone minima § pars Ciceronis futura erat. Tum 


* Ad Q. fratrem, III. 5. 
+ In Pfeudocicer. pag. 228. 
§ Muret. Var. Lect. IX. 19. 
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exorti funt viri, non folim ingenio, verum etiam, 
quod magis expediret, judicio excellentes: qui 
ut in populari motu boni cives ad Capitolii, fic ad 
Ciceronis tuitionem experrecti, ftatuerunt eum ac- 
curatis editionibus, tanquam propugnaculis effe 
muniendum. Quod laboris onus maximeé fufcep- 
tum fuit ab egregiis quatuor Criticis, quorum no- 
mina cum Tullio non magis, quam cum eternitate 
conjuncta funt. 

Princeps habetur, tam operis przeftantia, quam 
state fuperior, Petrus Vierorius, qui Ciceronem 
é Florentinis codicibus ita expreffit, ut heec * editio 
fit etiam nunc aliis, quas tam multas a ducentis an- 
nis accepimus, caftigatior. Viftorio uni, fi Grzevio, 
ut par eft, creditur, plus Cicero debet, quam reliquis 
omnibus, qui in eo perpoliendo ftudium pofuerunt. 
Reliquis cultum, Viétorio + falutem debet. 

Paulus Manurtus, aliis adjutus codicibus, pre- 
fertim Venetis, non infeliciter quidem hanc ipfam 
aliquanto poft navavit operam: fed non eodem ta- 
men plaufu, quippe non eadem fide. Quamvisenim 
| Mureto dubium videatur, plujne ipfe Ciceroni, an 
ipfi Cicero debeat ; contra dicunt tamen idonei, & 
deprehenfam a fe in eo clamitant audaciam valide § 
periculofam. 

Audacior certé Dionyfius Lamstnus, qui, 
tricefimo poft Victorium anno, Ciceronem edidit : 
veterum non deftitutus librorum copia, quanta Pa- 
rifienfibus tum in bibliothecis erat: fed quorum 
auctoritatem & confenfum haud raro contemneret. 
Itaque ** /:brariorum errata non tollebat, fed Cicero- 
nem ipfum, quando non fatis commode locutus videba- 


‘* Operum omnium, Venetiis, apud Juntam, 1536. Iterum, 
& feparatim, Epiit. ad Atticum, Brutum, & Q. Fratrem, Fh- 
renti@, 1571. 

+ Prefat. in Epift. ad Famil. || Var. Leét. lib. I. cap. 6. 

§ H. Stephanus, Pfeudoc. pag. sg 


** Muret. Var. Le&t. XVIIL 7.” 
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tur, corrigebat. Tamen, cum in eo fumma effet 
vis ingenli, & acutiffime, que czteros fugerant, 
plurima indagere & odorari foleret ; non defunt, 
gui hunc nolint ++ fuife minus audacem, 

Janus denique Grutrerus, poftquam adeptus 
effet Ciceronianam Jani Gulielmu fupellectilem é 
Belgicis maxime bibliothecis collectam, & plura 
ipfe é¢ Palatinis manu {criptis libris, quos ultra du- 
centos fibi praefto fuiffe ait, improbo labore decerp- 
fiffet, Ciceronem edidit mille ampliis locis * illuftra- 
tum, correctum, auélum. Vellem hoc é€ Criticis 
quifpiam dixiffet, non Gruterus ipfe. Quod autem 
Lambino tam fape obtrectet, tam raro affentiat, 
id forfitan arbitratus eft pertinere ad aliquod gentis 
fuze decus. Ue ut eft, hoc vere mihi videor dice- 
re, cum ab utroque multa in Ciceronem ex{tent at- 
que infignia plane merita, potuiffe tamen plura ex- 
iftere, fi, quod alteri abundabat, habuiffet alter ; 
plufque veteribus membranis Lambinus tribuiffer, 
Gruterus aliquanto minus. 

Que cim ita fint, dia multumque dubitavi, quem 
ex illis quatuor hic ego potiffimam fequerer du- 
cem: & ad Viétorium inclinabat fané preclara doc- 
torum omnium de folertia ejus ac fide opinio, 
Quis tamen putet unum illum vidiffe omnia ; tres 
alios nihil? Viétorio, fateor, falutem debet Cicero: 
an etiam integritatem, ac valetudinem ? Hominef- 
ne ingenio praftantes, literis excultos, neque in 
veteribus illis membranis tirones, perfuafiffe fibi in 
exornando illo aliquid paffe poft Victorium effici ; 
in eam incubuiffe curam fingulari ftudio, affidua 
contentione, immenfo doctrinam apparatu ; neque 
tot vigiliis ac laboribus effeciffe quidquam ? Itaque 
non debui ad unum aliquem applicare memet, re- 
liquis omiffis: fed pofteaquam editiones quatuor 
fumma cura & diligentid + recognite & collate 


++ Pearce, in lib. I. de Orat. cap. 38. 
* Gruter. Prefat.in Cicer. + In Verrem, lib. II. cap. 77. 
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funt, ego leges mihi cuas impofui. Alteram, ut nun- 
quam, ubi congruunt, ab earum confenfu vel latum, 
ut aiunt, unguem recedam. Alteram, ut quotiefcum- 
que diffident, nihil in contextum admittam, quod 
non occurrat in earumaliqua: tum aliarum varie- 
tates magna fide leCtori annumerem. Qua ratione 
id mihi confecuturus videor novz utilitatis ac pro- 
priz, ut principes quatuor, eafque laudatiffimas 
editiones una hec repreefentet. 

Atenim, inquies, abftineri a codicibus mana 
fcriptis non oportuit. Equidem, fi res mihi fic 
cum fcriptote plebeio, facile adducar ut credam in 
bibliothecis latere chartas edentulas, que fint alicu- 
jus pretii. Verum de Cicerone quid effe {pei reli+ 
quum poteft, in quo jam a renafcentium literarum 
feculo, & typographic artis exortu, ftudioforum 
oculos ita defixit admiratio, ut quidquid in tenebris 
jaceret, eruere properaverint? Atqui paucis poft 
annis, & f{pirante adhuc * Victorio, meliores un- 
quam libros inveniri poffe vix fperaverunt; aut ne 
vix quidem. 

Quia tamen libris manu {criptis quotidie aliquid 
detrahit temporis edacitas, idcirco videtur ¢ commu- 
ni fore literarum bono, fi excutiantur femel tandem 
quotquot zetatem tulerunt, univerfi, & quidquid il- 
Juftrandis veterum monumentis opportunum recon- 
dunt, typorum ope vulgatum communicetur cum 
eruditis, ne quid detrimenti refpublica in pofterum 
a blattis & pulvere capiat. Hujufmodi autem id 
eft, ut magis optandum, quam {perandum putem. 
Quando enim ut fiat, confpirabunt reges, collegia, 
privati, in quorum thefauris opes illze delitefcunt ? 

Jam ergo ad id, unde digreffus fum, revertor. 
Primariarum, ut modo pollicebar, quatuor editio- 
num varietates lectori annumerabo: fed generis 
eyufdem non funt omnes. Alize faciunt ad fenten- 

* Vide Petri Victorii epiftolam Nicolao Ardinghello, fux 
Ciceronis editioni prafixam. : 
| tiam, 
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tiam, qua, verbis immutatis, & ipfa quoque im- 
mutatur. Alize, integr@ fententia, vel in fimilium 
eleétione verborum, vel in diverfa eorum colloca- 
tione confiftunt. Quz fint primi generis, occur- 
runt raro: qua fecundi, frequentiffimé. Has igi- 
tur, ex quibus parva fit utilitas, vel nulla, curiofis 
refervatas, in ultimam fingulorum voluminum par- 
tem amandavi. Illas vero, que non annumerari 
tantim, fed & ponderari debeant, ima quelibet 
pagina exhibebit. 

Alize funt etiam leétiones, eseque non contem- 
nendz, que recentioribusCriticis debentur. Quam- 
‘vis enim quatuor illis principibus, quos nominavi 
femper adhzream; nolim certé illorum fucceffori- 
bus quidquam detrahi: neque vero pofterorum re- 
tardari alacritatem, quos ad laboriofam exercitatio- 
nem non impellat libido captandz nefcio cujus glo- 
riolz, reduéta vocula, quam priores bene contulti 
exploferant, aut, quam admiferant, expunéta. 
Recentiorum igitur Criticorum fufpiciones colloca~ 
bo, non in textu quidem, fed in commentariis : de 
quorum delectu jam dicendi eft locus. 

Omnino debuerunt, quoties mecum ea de re 
deliberavi, verfibus Horatianis perfonare aures 
mez : 


Quid dem ? quid non dem? Renuis tu, quod jubet alter. 
Quod petis, id fane eft invifum, acidumque duobus. 


Tibi, doéto inter paucos, videbor in meridie lu- 
cernam accendere: dum clamabit alter, nempe 
unus multorum, in tenebris errare fe fine’ facula. 
Quid? hic zeftimat hiftorica, cantilenasé trivio : ifte 
grammiatica, rus merum: ille philofophica, nugas 
difficiliores. Placere omnibus fi quis poffic in alio 
quodam opere, certé in hoc, quod aggredior, nemo. 
Placere me ftudeo * bonis quam plurimis, Ad bo- 
* Terent. Eunuch. Prol. 
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nos igitur me converto, eofque, ut de confilio a 
me fufcepto judicent, etiam atque etiam obteftor. 
ee poteram, quod magis, vel tenuitati mex, 
vel communi literarum bono conveniret, quam 
quod inftitui, nihil de meo in hunc delectum in 
cludere ; nihil, inquam, de meo; at felectos 
duntaxat é doétiffimorum 2tatis cujufque ac gentis 
hominum lucubrationibus, illuftrando Ciceroni 
locos utiles? An vero melids de lectoribus merear, 
fi recoétas, ut fit, commentationes veterum often- 
tem, quafi novas, & domi mihi natas? Itaque ni- 
hil afferam, quod non proditum fit ab idoneo & 
celebri auctore: neque ulla erit annotatiuncula, 
quz fubfcriptum non habeat magnum aliquod no- 
men, cujus claritas merito allicere lectorem poffit, 

Primum inter Ciceronis interpretes locum obti- 
net Asconius Pepranus, cujus vetuitati datum 
eft, ut nulla ejus par pars a collectione noftra ex- 
cludatur. Poftrema vero ztas, itemque antecedens, 
innumerabiles tulit, ¢ quibus nobiliffimos duntaxat 
felegi: neque ex illis arripui omnia, fed illa tan- 
tum, quz ad rem maxime. Interpretis munere 
ipfi etiam ;functi funt Victorius, Manutius, Lam- 
binus, Gruterus. Age ceteros, quorum fontibus 
noftri hortuli probe irrigantur, appellemus jam 
fingulos: nulla quidem ztatis, qua quifque vixit, 
vel famz, qua fruitur, habita ratione ; fed ordi- 
nem fequamur, quem prima nominum elementa, 
definiunt, 

Nicolaus Asramus, Lotharingus, ¢ Societate 
Jesu. Orationes tredecim ex ils, quz in tertio 
Warum volumine leguntur, commentariis illuftra- 
vit, eruditis quidem certé, fed ita grandibus, ut in 
eum vere cadat, quod ait Carolus * Ruzus: uit its 
Lominibus, qui feripta veterum explanarunt, hoc in 
omit, atate familiare vitium, ut fe primum, aucto- 


* Pref. in Virgil. 
| (eM 
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rem deinde fuum, illuftrandos ornandofque fujce- 


perint. 

Simeo Bosrus, Lemovicum Pretor, cujus ani- 
madverfiones in Epiftolas ad Atticum prodierunt 
anno M.p.uxxx, Quamvis, inquit * Grevius, multi 
tique primarii in republica literaria viri, in iftis epi- 
folis integritati reftituendis, adbibitis omnibus ingenii, 
doftrine, induftrieque prefidiis, elaborarint ; nemo 
tamen plus opis ad preclaram banc rem contulit, nemo 
plures fediorefque maculas delevit, & plura delucida- 
vit obfcuriffima loca, quam Simeo Bofius, a quo nuf- 
quam Gruterus difceffit, Varize igitur Bofii lectio- 
nes 4 me reprzfentabuntur, cum editione {cilicet 
Gruteri, in quam immigraverunt, 

Johannes BuxeERtius, in Senatu Divionenfi Pre- 
fes, meufque in Academia Gallica fodalis, cui, 
pro diuturna animorum ftudiorumque conjunctione ; 
& multis magnifque officiis, etfi debeo plurimum, 
nihil de illo tamen dicam quod non czteri omnes : 
parem effe Criticorum fagaciffimis, plures ab eo 
{uperatos, ipfum a nemine. Annotationes illius in 
Catilinarias, in libros de natura Deorum, in Tufcu- 
lanas, & in Somnium Scipionis, € Gallico fermone, 
cujus includebantur anguftis finibus, in Latinum 
tranflatas hic dabo, ut legantur ubicumque eft La- 
tinis pretium Jiteris, &, dum manebit, ipfe vivant. 

Joachimus CamMERARIvusS, Bambergenfis. Ob 
fingularem do¢trinam dictus Gerardo Joanni Voffio, 
Phenix Germanie; Adriano Turnebo, Europe 
ornamentum, Annotationes icripfit in omnia Tul- 
lii opera: fed, ut plurimam, fi primam excipias 
Tufculanam, jejunas nimis, ac ftrigofas. 

Sebaitianus Corrapus, Italus; qui cum veteris 
Rome familias tam bene noffet, quam fuam, mul- 
ta in Epiftolis illuminavit ; fed maxime in libro de 
claris Oratoribus. Poterit etiam utiliter legi ejus 


* Pref. in Epift. ad Atticum. 
Bb 4 Quaftura, 
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Quaftura, five Dialogus de quatuor Ciceronibus, 
qui prodiit Bononiz, anno M.p..v. 

Joannes Davisius, Anglus. His viginti annis 
pleraque Ciceronis Philo/opbica edidit, operis Greeviant 
perfectorem fe profeffus. Verum, ut erumpat ali- 
quando ex me vera vox, & dicam fine cunctatione 
quod fentio, Homini homo quid prafiat! Que inGre- 
vio modeftia! quam ingenuus pudor! In altero que 
confidentia! Aut, ne dixerim mollitis, que proca- 
citas! Tamen fateor, & libenter quidem, fuit in 
eo ingenium perfpicax, acutum, folers: Itaque lo- 
cos aliquot feliciter explicuit. At minimé ferendus 
eft, qui, antiquis leCtionibus € textu exterminatis, 
{uis autem in earum locum fomniis inducendis, no- 
vum velit architeétari Ciceronem: adeo ut, fi qua 
ejus volumina fecundis tertiifve curis retractata in 
Jucem redierint, ultima editio fit etiam peffima : 
fufcepto quafi certamine cum populari fuo Richardo 
Bentleio, quem fuarum ad Tufculanas emendatio- 
num approbatorem amplificatoremque habuerat, 
uter effet in contaminandis veterum exemplaribus 
licentior. | 

Petrus Fasper, Arvernus. ‘Turnebi auditor 
Lutetiz, cum effet adolefcens. Reliquam ztatem 
exegit apud Rupellenfes, Collegii praefecturam ibi 
adeptus, & Hebraic lingue magifterium. Ad- 
modum fenex, commentarios vulgavit in libros 
Academicos, & in orationem pro Cecina, anno 
M.pc.x1. | 

Antonius Goveanus, Lufitanus. Praclaré & 
fcienter Ciceronis quedam tractavit: Topica pre- 
fertim, ut hominem ‘decebat antiqui Juris peritia 
excellentem. Unus enim, communi doftorum fuffra- 
gio, boc adfecutus erat, ut & poeta elegantifimus, & 
Jummus philofopbus, et praftantiffimus juris interpres 
haberetur. ‘Quod calo Gallico, in quo a teneris probe 
infiitutus fuerat, vir gratus acceptum referri volebat, 

Hee, 
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Hec, & longeé plura de illo Thuanus, lib. xxxvi1t. 
cap. 14. 

Joannes Georgius Gravis, ortu Germanus, 
domicilio Batavus, Trajecti ad Rhenum obiit ineun- 
te anno M.pce.111. Quam partibus quibufdam 
Ciceronis adhibuit, fi curam adhibuiffet eandem 
‘omnibus, wix aliam fortaffis operam reliquiffet 
pofteris, quam edendi commodius, quz in tomos 
parum habiles congeffit. Verum nullam Rhetori- 
corum partem attigit, Philofophicorum modicam. 
Quin videtur in its, quas tractavit, viam iniiffe 
fatietati ac tedio finitimam. Voluit enim colligere 
annotationes diverforum omnes, eafque  totas. 
Quare neceffe erat, ut multa lectoribus offerret, 
quz diverfis verbis, fi tamen diverfis, unam fo- 
nant; multa, que funt primo afpectu falfa; mul- 
ta, que nihil momenti habent. Obfequi modeftiz 
maluit, quam judicio, vir omni laude preeflans : 
ne fcilicet in Criticis illuftribus, fi non reciperet 
omnia, damnaffe aliqua videretur. Quod mihi 
fuiffet quoque tum facilius, tum jucundius: nifi 
feciffet {perata multorum utilitas, ut aliquando feli- 
gere, non tantum colligere, auderem. 

Francifcus Hotomanus, Parifinus; de quo non 
pauca Hiftorici, nam fic vocantur, Lexicographi. 
Perité & diligenter primam Ciceronis epiftolam ad 
Q. Fratrem, fed maxime Orationes quinque & vi- 
ginti, cum Afconii fragmentis in eafdem, inter- 
pretatus eft. 

Leonardus Mataspina, Florentinus, ex divi- 
ni Servatoris familia, ut ipfe fe infcripfit, Canoni- 
cus, Prodierunt illius emendationes ac fufpiciones 
in epiftolas ad Atticum, Brutum, & Q, Fratrem, 
anno M.p.txj1r. Utrtim ab homine doéto pro- 
fect fint, nemo doétus dubitet. Plurima enim- 
vero huic fuiffe cognita, vel illud argumento eft, 
quod aliqua fibi incognita effe fateatur. Victorius 
ingenuz confeffionis exemplum ih dederat. Ac, 
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nifi mea me fallit opinio, quo quifque in Cicerone 
magis profecerit, eo facilius agnofcet, effe multa 
quz non intelligat. Quod velim leCtores cogitent 
iterum atque iterum: qui litem interpreti, nifi 
plana, aperta, perfpicua faciat omnia, magno tue 
multu inferunt. Aliqua fciant in Cicerone, ut nunc 
quidem fe habet, fufpecta effe, manca, depravata,’ 
dvaxtasba, quze fanos torquere non debeant, otiofos 
exercere poffint. 

Jacobus Menarpus, Burdigalenfis: cujus in 
priores fex Orationes commentarii facile ceteris 
omnibus, qui ad eafdem {pectant, palmam, tefte * 
Grevio, preripiuut, Quo tempore autem vixerit 
Menardus, etfi nufquam eft obfervatum, colligi 
tamen inde poteft, quod fe profitetur auditorem 
fuiffe Francifci Balduini, quem obiiffe con{tat anno 
M.D.LXXxII. 

Gulielmus Morextivs, Tillianus, in agro Cale- 
tenfi, Prodiit Lutetiz, anno M.p.xiv. Odb/erva- 
sionum in libros quinque de finibus bonorum & malo- 
rum commentarius, quem titulus huic Morelio affe- 
rit, fed Pithceus Turnebo vindicat. Reclamant 
certé + pro Morelio viri docti. Ac mihi quidem 
fi neceffe eft fententiam dicere, non videtur ineffe 
inea lucubratione fubtilis & acuta brevitas illa, quz 
Turnebi propria eft. Vertim cujus cujus eft aucto- 
ris hoc opus, quis neget magni pretii effe, quod 
Pithceus Turnebo dignum judicavit ? 

Marcus Antonius Muretus, gente Lemovix. 
Quam terfus, elegans, concinnus! Vix ipfe Cicero 
magis. Annotationes ediderat ad Catilinarias, & 
ad Pbilippicas, multofque aliorum operum locos 
enodaverat in aureolis illis, quos confecerunt Mufz 
& Gratie, variarum lectionum libris. Pretium au- 
tem cum fit fragmentis omnibus viri tam diferti, 
prodierunt Ingolftadii, eo mortuo, que in Philo- 


* Prefat. in Orat, + Anti-Baillet, cap. xvi. 
fothi- 
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Sopbicorum partes aliquot curfim fcripferat, Prodi- 
bunt nunc primim brevicula ejufdem note in 
Rhetorica, quas Ciceroniani, quo utebatur, exem- 
pli marginibus ipfe illeverat; ego pridem, cam 
Rome effem, defcripfi. 

Joannes Passeratius, Trecenfis: qui, ut erat 
Regius Eloquentiz Profeffor, legendo in {cholis 
Cicerone dil exercitatus, non pauca in eum cons 
geffit, Qua ad Orationes pertinebant, protulit in 
lucem Graevius: ego, que ad Philofophica, ftudio- 
fis non invidebo. 

Andreas Patricius, Polonus. Fragmenta Cie 
ceronis diligenter collegit, atque illa ipfa doéte 
illuftravit, & Orationes item aliquot, Reducem 
ex Italia, ubi ztatem in literis egerat, Polonia {a- 
cris infulis honeftavit. 

Zacharias Pearcius, Anglus: qui tres de Ora- 
tore libros emendavit, notifque illuftravit, anno 
M.pce.vi. Hic vero laude digniffimus, quod 
facere cum bonis temperantibufque Criticis maluit, 
quam cum iis, qui Tullium Cantabrigiz tum de- 
corare voluerunt. Quamvis enim Bentleium fuum 
laudibus videatur ad ezelum extollere, non imitatur 
tamen, neque unquam verecundie fines tranfit: ho- 
mo excellentis ut ingenii, fic judicii, & a quo non nifi 
magna expectes. 

Dionyfius Peravius, Aurelianenfis, ¢ Societate 
Jesu. Ornabunt hunc delectum ea, quz oli 
dictaverat in tertium de Oratore librum vir ultra 
humanam fortem eruditus, cam dicendi artem 
apud Remos profiteretur, anno M.oc.1x. Vindica- 
tas ab indigna oblivione chartas ad me tranfmifit 
Francifcus O.inus, ejudem fodalitii, homo veré 
Petavianus, antiquis imbutus perinde ftudiis ac 
moribus; quem juvenis ut magiftrum colui; gran- 
dior habui devinGtum arétiffima necefficudine, & 

habebo {emper, 
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Jacobus Prusteus, Parifinus: qui, Rhetor in 
regio Ludovici Magni collegio, Rhetoricos omnes 
libros edidit in ufum Delphini. Ut is majorum 
gentium non eft, ita nec quinte claffis: quod fig- 
nificat tamen Jacobus * Gronovius; ac, per eam 
caufam, Gallorum gentem univerfam_allatrat, 
Scioppiane ferocitatis hzeres, non latinitatis, At, 
mi homo, cujates erant Mureti, Hotomani, Bofii, 
Turnebi? Quo illa tibi Ciceronis editio, in qua te 
folus jactas? Hfaufiffes faltem ex uberrimo fonte 
urbanitatis aliquid, ne Jaudatiffimi parentis adeo 
effes diffimitis ! 

Carolus Siconitvus, Mutinenfiss Romanarum 
antiquitatum indigator fagax, & difertus explicator, 
infignia reliquit multis confignata voluminibus mo- 
numenta praftantis doétrinz. Quod huc facit ; 
commentariola edidit in Agrarias, in Fragmenta, & 
in epiftolas ad Familiares. 

Joannes Ludovicus StresA@vus, Remenfis, Ora- 
torem, Partitiones Oratorias, tres de Oratore libros 
ijluftravit commentartis bene longis, & qui videan- 
tur in tironum {cripti gratiam ; fed accurate tamen, 
& ab homine artis rhetoricz peritiffimo. 

Adrianus TurNesus, Andelii ad Sequanam 
natus. Quis eum laudandi erit finis, fi pro fuis in 
Ciceronem immortalibus meritis laudetur ? 

Petrus VALENTIA, ortu Cordubenfis, qui fe 
tamen Zafrenfem infcripfit, quod originem é Zafra 
repeteret oppido in extrema Beztica. Homo non 
vulgariter doctus, & qui, nefcio an omnium foler- 
tiffime, in veteris philofophiz adyta penetraverat. 
Academica Ciceronis, que fuperfunt, mutilata, 
ideoque obfcura, non brevibus quid=n, disjunctif- 
que icholiis, at continenti oratione ita explanavit, 
ut mihi folus ea intellexiffe videatur. Opus illud, 
hactenus rariffimum, paucifque cognitum, prodiic 
ex officina Plantiniana, anno M.p.xcvI. 

* Prefat. in Cicer. 
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Joannes VoEtus, Sequanus, ¢ Societate Jesu. 
Pauca quedam, fed exquifita fané & limata, in 
Ciceronem edidit, faculo decimo fexto exeunte. 
Plura etiam reliquit inedita, quorum é€ numero lau- 
dantur pfzfertim Orationum, vel analy/es, vel fy- 
nopfes Quamvis autem, non Rhetoris fed interpre. 
tis partes hic fuftineam, fpecimina nihilominus pro- 
ponam ejus generis: non multa quidem, ne doétis 
faftidio fint ; aliqua tamen, ut fint futuris oratori- 
bus exemplo. 

Fulvius Urstnus, Romanus. Veteribus num- 
mis, allifque id genus, quibus Roma tum maximé 
abundabat, monumentis, cum is magnam elegan- 
tioris doctrinze copiam fibi paraffet, multa in toto 
Cicerone explicuit, que propter vetuftatem a cx- 
teris ignorabantur. 

His igitur ad quinque illos * principes, quos an- 
té commemoravi, adjunétis ; fymbolarum collato- 
res habeo, fi bene calculos fubduxi, omnino trigin- 
ta, qui lectoribus qu opus erunt, fine meo fump- 
tu prebeant. Advocabo tamen fortaffis alios quo- 
que: fed parcits. 

Jam vero felectis annotationibus quaenam erit in 
hac editione fédes? An fundentur per paginas, 
textui fubjunétee? An feorfum a textu, & ad fin- 
gulorum voluminum calcem? Placet nunc pluribus 
prior illa ratio. At placuit altera Victorio, Ma- 
nutio, Lambino, Grutero. Placuit, ut alios etiam 
commemorem magnis editionibus infignes, Petavio, 
Sirmondo, Huetio. Quid? quod maluiffet Grae- 
vius T xotas omnes in finem librorum rejict, fi fas ip- 
fi fuiffet animo fuo morem gerere, neque impofi- 
tam a Typographis neceffitatem habuiffet ferviendi 
nove confuetudini, quae apud Batavos invaluit, in- 
vitis, ait ille, viris doéfis. At mihi fané fortunati- 
ori effe contigit, nacto Typographos, qui guftum 


* Afconium, Viétorum, &c. 
+ Puzefat. in Epift. ad Famuil. 
habeant 
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habeant elegantiz, atque intelligant quantum in 
Greviana editione offendat oculos feeda illa pagi- 
narum {pecies, majoribus, minoribus literis abfurde 
variata. Tres, quatuor lineas, fi non pauciores, 
fuperne occupat Cicero, cujus ut habeas totam fen- 
tentiam, evoluto, quem apellant, quaternione opus 
eft. Tenent media omnia atque inferna ambitiofz 
annotationes, & nictantem fruftra leétorem eludunt 
parvitate literarum. Quis enimvero non cohor- 
refcit, commovetur faltem, ubi immenfum vider 
illud fcholiorum quafi pelagus, in quo demerfus 
Cicero, atque obrutus, vix effert fummum caput? 
Quam multi funt, in quibus legendi ardorem re- 
ftinguat objecta illa intelligendi difficultas? Itaque 
ego, non tantum ut oculis lenocinarer, fed multo 
magis ut fervirem utilitati, otas omnes rejeci, quod 
voluiffet Graevius, in finem librorym: ubi nullus fit 
inveniendi labor, quia in fronte cujufque paginz 
exftabunt grandi & afpectabili fpecie numeri moni- 
tores, quorum ope, quz annotatio ad quem textUs 
locum pertineat, ftatim videbis. 

Jaceant illz auctoris fubftratz verbis: pelliciet 
te afpectus ipfe: leges invitus. Atqui adeundi in- 
terpretis unum tempus eft, cum expediendz auc- 
toris fententiz nulla fupereft alia ratio. Quid Ci- 
cero voluerit, Hotomanum interrogas, aut Turne- 
bum, cur non Ciceronem potitis Revolventi iterum 
atque tertio locos difficiles, & alia cum aliis ejus 
dicta conferenti, aperiet ipfe fefe: ita ut Ciceronis 
interpretum effe nullam agnofcas Cicerone opportu- 
niorem. 

An ergo hujus me inftituti piget, atque operz in 
commentariorum delectu pofite ? Nondum qui- 
dem. Attamen, fi me audient, quibus fruendam 
hanc editionem offero, erunt cum Cicerone crebro, 
ac di; raro, & parcé cum interpretibus, 

Quod fupereft: in difponendis ejus operibus 
unum hoc muto, Rhetorica ad Herernium, que 

Ciceroni 


ae 
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Ciceroni abjudicat Criticorum confenfus, alii atque 
alii tribuit fufpicio, a Ciceronianis fegregavi. IIlis 
erit locus aptior in poftremo volumine, cum aliis 
quibufdam, vel fuppofititiis, vel, quod ad res Ci- 
ceronis cognofcendas pertineant, in ejus focietatem 
& quafi familiam receptis. Opera enim Ciceronis 
pollicitus, cur illud oftendum primum, quod ipfius 
non effe ultro fateor, & admoneo? Aut cur formo- 
fo corpori caput prefigam non ejufdem forme? 

Omni denique prologi munere defunctus mihi vi- 
debar, cium ecce in mentem venit, multis caufamad- 
mirandi fore, quod nomen meum in his libris in- 
{criptum fit, in quibus, preter nomen, nihil fit 
meum. Si mirantur tantum, nihil prater aquum 
bonumque faciunt: non item, fi factum a me fu- 
{fpicantur, quo falfz umbram gloriz confecter. 
Tanta fcilicet me cepit dementia, ut quas video in 
Pirzeo naves, mercibus meis onuftas credam? Res 
igitur ita fe habet. Viri non tam honoribus am- 
pliffimis, quam doé¢trina & fapientia florentes, in 
quorum difciplinam traditus eft SERENISSIMUS 
DELPHINUS, ut facilius regii alumni manibus 
verfentur Ciceronis opera, hac novo quafi ornatu 
comitata prodire voluerunt. Quod ut fieret, non 
erat Opus ingenio, quod in me fciunt quam fit exi- 
guum: fed fide, ac diligentia, quas preftare fi 
quis velit, poteft. Rogarunt autem, & rogando 
imperarunt. Obfequor, non ut homo doétus au- 
diam apud indogtos, fed ne fivis boni officio 
defim. 
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ARTICLE XXVIII. 


M. Manilii Afronomicon ex Recenfione & cum 
notis Richardi Bentleii, Londini ¢ypzs Hen- 
rici Woodfall fumptibus Paul & Laaci Vail- 


lant, M.pcc.xxxIx. 
THAT IS; 


The AsTRoNomicon of M. Manilius, revi/ed, 
corrected, and illuftrated with Notes, by Ri- 
chard Bentley. Quarto, Pages 307, befdes 
the Dedication, Preface, and Index. 


HIS Author, who formerly held but an 

inconfiderable Rank in the Republick of 
Letters, will from henceforth be regarded with 
Refpeét. The Learned cannot think it beneath 
them to cultivate an Acquaintance with a Writer 
with whom Dr. Bentley has maintained a long In- 
timacy, and whom he has taken fo much Pains to 
recommend to their Efteem. The Nephew of that 
great Man has ufhered this Edition into the World 
under the Aufpices of the Duke of Newcajftle. It 
was the Will of his Uncle that it fhould be dedi- 
cated to that illuftrious Patron; who is here cele- 
brated for his early and affiduous Application to 
polite Literature, and for that extenfive Erudition 
he thereby acquired, to which he in fome Meafure 
owes his prefent Grandeur and Felicity. 

In the prefatory Difcourfe to the Reader, the 
Reverend Mr. Bentley acquaints us with his Uncle’s 
Opinion concerning Manilius ; gives us a Detail 
of the Affiftances he made ufe of in the Revifal 
and Emendation of ‘this Poem, and enumerates 
the feveral manufcript and printed Copies with 
which he collated it, in order to reftore it to its 

genuine 
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genuine Purity, and retrieve it from the infinite 
Corruptions of ignorant Tranfcribers, 

As for Mauilius, Dr. Bentley fuppofes him to 
have been a Native of fome Part of dfia ; which 
Conjecture he grounds upon thefe Circumftances, 
viz becaufe his Stile has in fome Inftances an Afia- 
tick Caft ; and becaufe it does not appear that any 
of the Romans had made fuch a Progrefs in Aftro- 
nomy as this Poet difcovers. Thofe who contend 
not only for AZanilius being a Roman, but for his 
having compofed this Poem at Rome, found that 
Judgment upon the 41ft and 776th Lines of the 
fourth Book, 













Speratum Hannibalem noftris cecidiffe catenis, 





Qua genitus cum fratre Remushanc condidit urbem, 





But the Doétor rejects thefe Verfes as fpu- 
rious, barbarous, and abfurd; and fo at one 
Blow fubverts the whole Doétrine that is built on 
them, 

With regard to the Name of the Author of this 
Poem there is a great Difference among the Ma- 
nufcript Copies of it. That of Gemblacen/is, which 
Mr. Bentley prefers to all others, as by far the beft 
and the moft antient, has no other Title than that of 
Mani civs Porta ; and this is plainly in a later 
Hand than that of the Manufcript itfelf: So that 
the Doctor takes it for granted, that it had originally 
no Title at all; which he does not look upon as 
an Omiffion or Neglect of the Tranfcriber, * but 
as 




















* That this was not the Effect of any Neglect in the Wri- 
ter of this Manufcripr is obvious, from the extraordinary , 
Punctuality he has fhewn in another Piece of his tranfcribing, ie 
bound up in the fame Volume with Afanilius, that is Pars- 

cIant Pertcusis; of which he has very carefully re- 
corded the Names both of the Author and the T'ranflator. 
Cc In 
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as a certain Indication of his having found no Name 
or Title prefixed to the’more antient Manufcript 
that he copied. The Lép/ick Manufcript, which 
Mr. Bentley fays is next to that of Gemblacenfis in 
Antiquity, is thus entitled, Aratr PHILosoPH 
AsTRONOMICONLIBER PRIMUS INCIPIT; the Vo/- 
fian, near three hundred Years old, has this Title, 
Marcr MaLiit ANTIOCHI PoEN! ASTRONOMI- 
con Divo OcTavio Quirino AuGustTo; and that 
of Ca/inenjis is infcribed, C. MANILII PorETAE 
ILLUSTRIS ASTRONOMICON INCIPIT. 

‘If we look into the Writers of Antiquity, we 
fhall find no better Satisfaétion as to the Perfon 
of our Poer. Some will have him to be the Mani- 
lius mentioned by Pliny as the firft Profeffor of 
Aftrology at Rome: * But there are certain chro- 
nological Marks in this Poem, which will by 
no means allow of this Hypothefis. There is no 
better Ground, as Mr. Bentley obferves, for ima- 
gining him to be that Manilius the Mathematician, 
who, by the fame Hiftorian, is faid to have fixed 
the Ball on the Top of Augujtus’s Obelisk. + For 
Pliny has not given us the leaft Hint of that Ar- 
tift’s being any Thing of a Poet; which he would 
not have neglected, if there had been any Foun- 
dation for fuch a Character. Nor was it at all re- 
quifite that this Poet we are in queft of, whoever 
he were, fhould be fo fkilful a Mathematician as 
that Mechanick muft have been: Cicero remarks 
ir as a Thing very well known to the Learned, 
That ARaTus, who was but a very indifferent Aftro- 
nomer, yet wrote a moft beautiful Poem on the cele- 


In the Front there is this Infcription, Incrprr Perrcests 
Paiscianr; and at the Conclufion is this Colophon, Fett- 
CITER EXPLICIT PERIGKSIS ID EST DEcRIPTIO ORBIS 
Terrarum et Maris Priscranr GraMMATICI SE- 
cUnpuM DionisiuM. 

* Nat. Hift. xxxv. 17. + Ibid, xxxvi. 10, 


fiial 





Art. 27. For MAY, 1739. 379 


ftial Sphere; and Mr. Bentley notes, that our Author 
was certainly no great Proficient in the Subject of 
which he has treated. But Father Harduin has in- 
tirely put an Iffue to this laft Queftion, by affur- 
ing us, That the Manufcript Copies of Piiiy have 
not the Word Manilius in that Place where the Ma- 
thematician is fpoken of. 

Mr. Bentley thinks this Poem was never pub- 
lifhed by its Author ; but that it lay altogether hid 
for feveral Ages, and was foralong Time after but 
little known. ‘This he infers from the Silence of 
the antient Grammarians in regard to it; from 
the more antient Manufcript Copies of it being a- 
nonymous, and the Diverfity of Names affixed to 
the Jater ones. 

There has been a deal of Contention among the 
Philologers alfo of the laft Century, about this 
Writer. Mr. Bentley has faid as much of it as it 
deferves. But perhaps nothing that he has faid up- 
on the Topic we have been confidering, whether 
relating to the Opinions of the Antients‘or Moderns 
about Manilius, will be received as any very great 
Difcovery, by thofe who have looked into the Pre- 
face of Creech’s Englifh Tranflation of this Poem, 
and feen what that Gentleman has written himfelf, 
and what he has quoted from Sir Edward Sherburn. 
However we muft not'pafs over fome Particulars that 
he offers. 

Gevartius, one of the late Criticks, places our 
Manilius in the Reign of Theodofius. One Reafon 
of his fetting him fo low, is becaufe none of the 
elder Writers have taken any Notice of him. But 
this, Mr. Bentley remarks, is a Circumftance of no 
Force, being common to him with other Authors, 
of whofe Antiquity there is not the leaft Hefita- 
tion. Quintus Curtius lay concealed for many Ages ; 
nor did any one, that we can find, mention him 
- or his Hiltory, before the Year one thoufand of 
.<s* the 
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the Chriftian Ara: And fo univerfal a Silence was 
there throughout Antiquity, with Reference to 
Velleius Paterculus, that had not a fingle Copy of 
his Epitome, and that in a very ruinous Condition, 
been by fome Chance or other difcovered in Ger. 
many, the very Name of that moft elegant Author 
had certainly perifhed: And yet nobody who has 
the leaft Tincture of Learning, but knows, That 
Velleius really flourifhed in the Time of Tiberius ; 
and that there was no great Interval between him 
and Curtius. 

Another Reafon of Gevartius, for degrading our 
Poet fo far below the Augu/tan Age, is the Untuit- 
ablenefs of his Stile to that Period of pure Latinity, 
But this, as Mr. Bentley notes, can be no Argu- 
ment in the Cafe of Manilius, who being a Fo. 
reigner, might even at that Time be very well ex- 
pected to have fomething exotic in his Diction ; 
fome little Deviations from that Correétnefs and 
Purity which a Roman Education was then attend- 
ed with. As for thofe groffer Corruptions on which 
Gevartius thinks he may eftablifh his Syftem, our 
moft learned Editor, as his Nephew tells us, has 
in this Edition, either made fuch Emendations * of 

them 


* Of thefe Emendations Mr. Bentley gives us here a Specimen 
in the 737th Verfe of the fifth Book, which isufually printed, 


Sic etiam magno quedam refpondere Mundo ; 


where, contrary tothe Rule of Profedy, the Penultima in the lat 
Word but one is fhort; a Blunder which fcarcely even a Fo- 
reigner could be guilty of. But here our moft fagacious Editor 
coines into the Poet's Relief, and eafes him of fo opprobrious an 
Imputation, by proving this Line to have come originally out 
of his Handsthus: - Ee 


Sic etiam in magno quedam Refpublica Mund) ef. 


The Reader may here fee the Doétor’s Note on the Place, at it 

ftands, Pages 306 and 307 of this Edition. 

__ Ver. 737. Stc ETIAM MAGNO QUDAM RESPONDERE 

Munpo. Hac NatuRa Facit, Quz CALI CONDIDIT 
OrsEM, 
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them as are quite fatisfactory, or has proved them 
to be meer {purious Interpolations.—In a Word, 
from the Infcription of the Work itfelf, as well as 
from innumerable Paffages therein, it is evident, 
he fays, beyond all reafonable Contradiction, that 
the Author of it flourifhed under the Empire of 
Oftavius. 

But ftill Mr. Bentley has one Evidence more 
to offer (as his Uncle’s) upon this Point, which is 
worthy of that celebrated Critic, It is an Obferva- 
tion we owe intirely to his Penetration, and is ab- 
folutely conclufive. In his Notes upon the Andrian 
of Terence, Act II. Scene I. Line 20. he tells us, 
That among the Antients the Genitives of all Sub- 
{tantives ending in zws, or ium, terminated with z 
fingle ; they never had, for Inftance, Auxilii or 
Confilit, but Auxili or Confili. Propertius is the firft 
of the Poets now extant, who deviates from this 
Rule, and he does fo in two or three Inftances only ; 
Ovid, who is fomewhat later, does fo indeed in a 
great many Inftances, and after him it became a 
general Cuftom. But this Change in the Genitive 
Cafe was not known till long after the Acceffion of 
Auguftus totheRoman Government.—Since therefore 
our Author, tho’ he frequently has the Words Con- 
filium, Auxilium, Ingenium, Imperium, Pretium, 
Vitium, Principium, Connubium, Conjugium, &c, 
never has Auxilii, Con/ilit, &c. though he often 
ufes the oblique Cafes of thofe Terms, we may be 
pofitive that he lived and wrote before the Intro- 


Orsem. Re/pondere Conjugationis tertiz omnem barbariem ex- 
fuperat. Nec fcias, numeri an Sententia fit pejor. Gembla- 
cenfis res pendere : Ceteri re/pondere. Voflianus Mundo ef ; omnes 
quam Natura, et que Calo. Repone, 
Sic etiam 1N magne quedam RespuBLica Mundo Est, 
Quam Natura facit, que C10 condidit UnBEM. 


Refpublica compendiofe Scriptum erat, Re/p. Inde Librariorum 


hariolationes pendere, pondere. 
| Cc3 duction 
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duction of the contrary Practice. Nor can we 1- 
magine, he would have fo conftantly rejected fuch 
an Improvement in the Latin Stile as this really 
was, if the general Ufage of his Time would have 
licenfed it. Indeed it muft not be denied, Mr. 
Bentley fays, that he hasin one Place Dodecatemorii: 
But then this is plainly a Greek Word, and was 
probably wrote in that Language with the Letters 
Sod:yareuopis. If fo, the Objection vanifhes ; but 
however that be, a fingle Exception is far from 
being fufficient to invalidate an Argument fo well 
grounded as this which has been now advanced. 

The final Refolution of our learned Prefacer, 
upon all he has here faid (as his Uncle’s Reprefenta~ 
tive) concerning the Author of the Afronomicon, is, 
That he was not a Roman, buta Foreigner, per- 
haps from Afia: That as for his Name, we muft 
remain in the Dark, or be contented with meer 
Conjecture ; fince neither the Manufcript Copies of 
his Poem, nor he himfelf in any Part of it, nor yet 
any of the antient Writers, give us any Affiftance 
for the Difcovery of it: And laftly, That he was 
indifputably cotemporary with Augu/tus, 

From the Account of the Doétor’s Opinion of the 
Country, the Name, andthe Age of Manilius, his 
Nephew proceeds toa Detail of the Manufcript 
and printed Copies he made ufe of, in order to 
give the utmoft Degree of Perfection to this Edi- 
tion of that Writer. Thofe of the latter Sort which 
he confulted on this Occafion, were, the Bononian, 
in Folio, the firft that ever was printed, dated 
1474: Another, which he calls the Jtalick, next to 
the foregoing in Time, a Quarto, belonging to the 
Royal Society: A third, in Folio, which he ftiles 
the. Roman, with the Notes of Laurentius Bonincon- 
trius, printed inthe Year 1484 ; with all the later 
Impreffions, His Manufcripts were, that of Gem- 
blacenfis, the eldeft and beft of all, wrote — 

oo 
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800 Yearsago: This he had in his Hands for fome 
Time, and collated it twice very carefully with Sca- 
liger’s laft Edition: Befide this he had the Leipfick 
Manufcript, feven hundred Years old, which had 
been at two feveral Times, formerly, compared 
with Scaliger’s Edition juft mentioned : The Vene. 
tian Manufcript, of the fame Age as the laft; this 
had been long fince collated by Fo. Frid. Gronovius, 
and the various Readings which he had noted, 
were communicated to Dr. Bentley by ames Gro- 
novius: The Vofian Manufcript, of no great Anti- 
quity itfelf, not having been wrote quite three 
hundred Years, but tranfcribed from a moft antient 
Copy ; this was in the Year 1709, very accurately 
collated with the aforefaid Edition of Scaliger, by 
two young Gentlemen, Students at Leyden. There 
is almoft a perfect Harmony, Mr. Bentley fays, be- 
tween thefe four Manufcripts, but a prodigious Dif- 
agreement between them and thofe later ones that 
were interpolated about the Time of Petrarch. 
He mentions five other Manufcripts that his Uncle 
perufed, and which he employed for the Cor- 
rection of his Copy : One of thefe belonged to Pe- 
ter Pithoeus; another of them to the Library of 
C. C. College in Oxford ; a third to the Bodleian 5 
a fourth to the King’s Library at Paris ; and the 
fifth to that of Heidelberg. 

With thefe Aids, Mr. Bentley fays, the Doctor 
has: been happily enabled to make innumerable E- 
mendations in this Poem ; but he has never in the 
Jeaft Tittle departed from Scaliger’s lait Edition of 
it, without giving a formal Reafon in the Notes 
for his fo doing. He has likewife inferted there all 
the Readings he has rejected, however barbarous 
and abfurd they are; that fo the Reader may, at 
one View, compare his and Scaliger’s together. If 
in fome Inftances he feems to deviate extravagantly 
from all other Copies of this Author, he —. 

ave 
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have us remember that nothing has: ever been fo 
corrupted as this Piece of his by Tranfcribers ; 
the various Readings being nearly equal to the 
Words, and far more numerous than the Lines of 
it. In many Places Verfes occur that are either al- 
together fpurious, or fo depraved, that it is impof- 
fible to make any Senfe of them; all thefe he has 
diftinguifhed by Jtalick Characters. In the Notes 
he has feldom meddled with any Thing but what 
was requifite for determining the genuine Reading 
of the Text; and thofe Things he has handled 
with as much Brevity as could be. 

Mr. Bentley had fome Intention of illuftrating 
certain’ Paffages in the fecond Book by Diagrams, 
and fuch are twice or thrice mentioned in the Notes 5 
but upon further Confideration he thought them 
unneceffary: And fo in the Stead thereof he has 
given us a Reprefentation of the celeftial Sphere, 
exactly copied from an antique Marble in the Far- 
nefian Palace at Rome. This is not only a fingular 
Curiofity, but very conducive to a thorough Un- 
derftanding of Manilius’s Syftem: We are indebted 
for it to Martin Foulkes, Efq; who brought it 
lately from Rome, and for the Entertainment of 
the Learned, communicated it to our Vice-Fditor. 

Ihave, inthe Title of this Article, fpecified the 
Size, the Number of Pages, and Divifion of the 
Work it relates to. I have nothing to add to the 
foregoing Account of it, the Whole of which, as 
the Reader perceives, is extracted from the Pretace, 
but to affure him, that the Beauty of this Edition is 
not inferior to its other Advantages. 


A R- 
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ARTICLE XXVIII. 


Ai Relation of the under-named Bookfeller, now in 
London, has defired me to communicate the 


following foreign Propofals to the Literati of 
the Englith Nation. 


Hiftoire univerfelle de Jacque-Augufte de Thou, 
depuis 1543, jufgu’en 1607. Traduite fur 
l’ Edition Latine de Londres. En feize Vo- 
lumes in Quarto. Propofee par Soufcription. 
A Bafile, Chez Jean Brandmuller, 1739. 


Conditions propofees aux Soufcripteurs. 


PP a Canden on pourra juger & du Papier & 


du Caractere par ce Projet, dont le format, le 
apier & les Caracteres, foit pour le Texte, foit 
pour les Notes, indiqueront, de quelle maniere tout 
Pouvrage fera imprimé, comme les Soufcrivans 
pourront s’en affurer, en gardant le Projet. * 

2. On fe piquera d’avoir des Correcteurs, egale- 
ment attentifs 8& habiles, fans qu’on neglige rien 
pour en avoir de tels. 

3. Comme a la fin de chaque Volume de |’Edi- 
tion de Paris, qui eft celle que lon fuivra, il y a 
des Reftitutions, des Correélions & des Notes, on 
les placera dans les Lieux, ou elles doivent etre, 
en marquant a cote d’ou la reftitution ou la note 
ont ete prifes. Les Reffitutions feront mifes dans le 
Texte entre deux crochets; les Sommaires a la tete 
de chaque Livre ; les fautes deja remarquées, & 
celles qu’on pourra decouvrir feront corrigcées, & 
les Notes feront renvoiées au bas de la pages ce 


* The Specimen here referred to, is in the Hands of 7. Ro- 
Ginfon, the Publifher of this Work. 


qui 
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qui donnera quelque avantage a cette Edition fur 
les precedentes. 

4. L’Edition de Paris, aiant eté faite fur celle de 
Londres, on les confrontera, pour voir fi les Edi- 
teurs Francois ont fuivi toujours, pied a pied, |’ Edi- 
tion d’Angleterre, & fi l’on decouvre quelques dif- 
ferences on les indiquera avec quelques marques de 
Diftinction. 

5. Quoi que ’Ouvrage contienne 1200 feuilles, 
on tachera de faire en forte de Je finir, au plus tard, 
vers la fin de l’Annee 1740; de forte qu’on livrera 
les 4 premiers Volumes au commencement du 
mois de Septembre 17 39 ; les quatre fuivans au mois 
de Fevrier 1740; les Volumes 9, 10, I1, and 12, 
au Mois de Juin Suivant, & les quatre derniers 
Volumes fur Ja fin de la meme année. 

Les Soufcrivans paieront fix Florins, ou 15 Li- 
vres Argent de France, en prenant le Billet de Soue 
fcription, 6 Florins en retirant les 4 premiers 
Volumes, 6 Florins en recevant les quatre fuivans ; 
ils donneront encore 6 Florins lors qu’on leur de- 
livera les Volumes 9, 10, 11, & 12, & les quatre 
derniers Volumes feront fournis gratis. 

Les Soufcriptions feront ouvertes depuis le pre- 
mier Mars 1739. jufqu’a la Saint Jean de la meme 
Année, apres quoi on n’en prendra plus, & I’exem- 
plaire ne fe vendra pas a moins de trente Florins 
Argent d’Empire, ou foixante & quinze Livres 
Argent de France. 





Cl. 
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ARTICLE XxXIX. 


Cl. #liani varia Hifforta, Grece & Latine, 
duobus Voluminibus comprebenfa; que Sub- 
feriptionis lege imprimetur. Bafileae, apud 
Viduam Jo. Conrad a Mechel. 1739. 

UEM tibi L. B. fiftimus auétorem Grecum 
optime note, liani varias hiftorias, is nu- 
per opera atque ftudio Virt ‘de re literaria optime 
meriti, ABRAHAMI GRONOVII, cum variorum 


integris notis in Belgio hacce ipfa forma editus 


evulgatufque fuit. Cui elegantiflime editioni cu- 
randz cum neque cura neque diligentia defuerit Cl, 
Editor, quo emendatior ac nitidior, quam priores 
omnes prodiret ; facturum me opere pretium exi- 
ftimavi, fi Doétorum virorum fuafu eandem iftam 
Editionem, quanta fieri poteft fide ac diligentia re- 
cuderem ; ficque efficerem, ut quz antehac apud 
nos haut minus decem florenis comparabatur, 
viliffimo pretio in omnium manus perveniret. Cu- 
ravi preterea, ne quid effet, quod in nova ifta 
Editione defiderare poffet, quicunque Atticis hyjus 
Auttoris veneribus capitur: quippe erudita manu 
a mendis quibus fcatet nitida ceteroquin Editio .C], 
Gronovii, repurgatam typis exprimere animus eft, 
noftraque hec Editio nec charte nec literarum 
nitore, ceu ex fpecimine ifto apparet, Belgica edi- 
tioni quicquam concedet. Vale L. B. noftrifque 
fave ftudiis, at alios deinceps ejufmodi bone note 
auctores Greecos, eadem cura ac fide a nobis expri- 
mendos expecta. 


Conditiones, qua emptoribus proponuntur. 


1. Charta, forma, literaeque eadem erunt, qua- 
Jes ifto ipecimine exhibemus, * 


* The Specimen here mentioned is likewife depofited with 
the Publither of thefe Papers. 
2. Im- 
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2. Imprimendi initium fiet menfe Majo iftius 
anni, atque abfolvetur V. D. menfe Juli anni 
proximi 1740. ‘ dee 

3. Pretium fubfcribentibus ftatuimus in charta 
{criptoria trium cum dimidio florenorum, in charta 
imprefforia, ut vocant, duorum cum dimidio flore- 
norum, ita ut ftatim unus cum dimidio exfolvatur, 
reliquum quando ipfum opus accipient ; qui non fub- 
{cripferint, poftca haut aliter quam in charta fcrip- 
toria quatuor cum dimidio florenis, in charta im- 
prefforia tribus cum dimidio florenis fibi compara- 
bunt. 

4. Subfcribendi terminum conftituimus ad finem 
ufque menfis Septembris. 





ARTICLE XxXx. 


Mr. Porte, Book/eller at Eton, bas requefted me 
to acquaint the Publick, that a confiderable 
Part of bis new and beautiful Edition of Dr. 
Cave’s Hiftoria Literaria zs already printed, 
and the Remainder carrying on with all poffible 
Expedition. 


AS there never yet was publifhed a compleat 
Edition of this ufeful and excellent Perfor- 
mance, it may be expected fome Account fhould 
be given of that now in the Prefs, It is therefore 
thought proper to inform the Learned, that the 
Author, during the laft twelve Years of his Life, 
carefully revifed this Hiftory, and made very large 
Alterations and Additions throughout the Whole ; 
and that thefe are fo confiderable as to make at 
Jeaft one third Part of the Work; which will ~~ 

DE 
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be printed, as prepared by the Author, not by 
way of Appendix or new Supplement, but, toge- 
ther with the feveral Parts of the former fupple- 
mental Volume, digefted into the Body of the 
Work, and inferted in their proper Places ; fo that 
the HistorrA LITERARIA will now appear iz- 
tire, and in a great Meafure new. And it is pre- 
fumed there needs no greater Recommendation of 
this Undertaking, than to affure the Learned, that 
what is now propofed to be publifhed, is from the 
Author’s own genuine Copy, which, together with 
new Prolegomena, he abfolutely finifhed and made 
ready for the Prefs, fome Time before his Death, 
and depofited the faid improved Copy in the Hands 
of his worthy Friends and Executors, the Right 
Honourable the Lord Chief Juftice Reeve, and the 
Reverend Dr. Fones, Canon of Windjor, defiring 
that it might be printed in the fame compleat Form 
he had left it, and not otherwife. 

Accordingly it continued for fome Time in the 
Poffeffion of the Executors, who were often applied 
to by the Learned, both at Homeand Abroad, to 
publifh it; but feveral Obftacles interfering, long 
deprived the World of the Benefit of fo valuable a 
Treafure of Literature, and gave Occafion to the 
Publication of feveral imperfect Editions Abroad, 
At length thofe Impediments being happily remov- 
ed, the Truftees confented to its coming into the 
World, on the following Conditions. 

1. Thatit be printed at the Theatre Prefs of the 
Univerfity of Oxon, on a good Letter and fuperfine 
Paper ; and, by the Difference in the Largenefs of 
the Paper from the former Edition, to be included 
in two Volumes in Folio alfo. 

2. That it be publifhed at the Rate of Three 
Halfpence per Sheet, each Subfcriber paying one 
Guinea down, and the Remainder according to the 
Number of Sheets on Delivery ; when the Whole 
fhail 
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fhall be exaétly calculated, and the Account printed 
and delivered to the Subfcribers for their Satisfaction. 

3. That for fuch curious Gentlemen, or learned 
Societies, as fhall be defirous to have the large 
Paper, there fhal] be printed, at the Rate of Two- 
pence Halfpenny per Sheet, thirty Copies, and no 
more, each Subfcriber paying down one Guinea 
and a Half, and the Remainder as above. 

4. That References be made, where proper, to 
Fabricius, Oudin, illemont, Nourry, and other 
Authors, who fince Dr. Cave, have mentioned the 
fame Writers. Likewife, Notice taken of theBenedice 
tine, and other Editions of the Fathers, or Authors, 
publifhed fince that Time, either here or Abroad, 
and proper Indexes added to each Volume. 

Subfcriptions are taken in by the Editor 7. Pote, 
at Eton; and at London by Mr. Strahan in Corn- 
bil ; Meff. Innys and Manby in St. Paul’s-Church- 
Yard ; Mr. Wood in Pater-Nofter-Row ; + Mr. 
Clarke’ in Duck-Lane; Meff. Whifton and Haw- 
kins in Fleet-Street; Mr. Browne at Temple-Bar, 
Mr. Vaillant in the Strand;,Mr. Harding in St, 
Martin’ s-Lane ; by the feveral Bookfellors of Ox. 
ford and Cambridge ; and by Mr. Leake at Bath, 

N..B. The abovementioned Right Honourable and 
Reverend Executors both died fince this Work went to 
the Prefs; but before their Deceafe, they difcharged 
their Debi to the World, and paid the greateft Re/pett 
to their venerable Friend, by transferring thefe bis 
valuable Remains to the Conduit and Protettion of 
the celebrated Dr. Danie] Waterland, who bas un- 
dertaken the Care of this Impreffion. 





